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he brought in a social regeneration 
such as the world had never seen 
‘since the days of Christ. He said 
to his followers: ‘Unite all men in 
Christ; 
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FOREWORD 


On October 11, 12, 13, 1925, the members of the newly 
erected Franciscan Tertiary Province of Santa Barbara, com- 
prising the states of Washington, Oregon, California and Ari- 
zona, assembled at St. Boniface Church in the City of St. Fran- 
cis, California, to hold their first Convention. 


This Convention was a definite response to the necessary 
appeal for organization among Franciscan Tertiaries of the 
world. 


The good accomplished at this initial gathering cannot be 
overestimated. It has, without doubt, injected new life and 
vigor into the various Tertiary Fraternities of the West. Both 
the directors and the members profited by the Convention. 
They have been brought into closer contact with one another, 
have become imbued with zeal and enthusiasm in promoting 
and spreading, by means of united effort, the principles of the 
grand Order to which they belong. 


The outstanding features of the Convention were the earnest- 
ness and sincerity in discussion which issued in definite and 


tangible results. 


The printed report of the discussions are taken verbatim 
from the stenographic notes made on the floor of the Conven- 


tion. 


Thanks are due to the Local Committee through whose untir- 
ing efforts the program was carried out with remarkable 
smoothness. 

The Provincial Board wishes to extend its sincerest thanks 
to the various Fraternities who have made the printing of this 
report possible. 
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PROGRAM 


First Convention of the Franciscan Tertiary Province 
of Santa Barbara 
St. Boniface Church, San Francisco, California 
October 11, 12, 13, 1925 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 
9:00 a. M.—Meeting of Delegates and Tertiaries in the St. Boniface 
Hall. 
9:30 a. M.—Street Procession. 
10:00 a. M.—Pontifical High Mass in St. Boniface Church. 
3:00 p. M.—First General Session—St. Boniface Hall. 


“Main Purpose of the Third Order’’.............. Very Rev. Turibius 
Deaver, O. F. M. 


8:00 p. m.—Public Mass Meeting at the K. of C. Hall, 150 Golden 


Gate Avenue. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER: 12 
8:00 a. mM.—Solemn Requiem High Mass. 


10:00 a. m.—Second General Session—St. Boniface Hall. 
inde Ord redid ViOUtii Dr. Chas. B. Hobrecht, of 
San Francisco, Calif. 
“Third. Order and Social Reform’ ....-.-....---.-:- Mr. A. J. Adams, 


of Sacramento, Calif. 
2:00 p. M.—Sectional Meetings for Directors, Tertiary Men and 
Tertiary Ladies. 


SIME a Tes led OX TK ak, ee Fr. James Meyer, O. F. M., 
of Chicago, Ill. 

ODES OS ON TAG peg I aad LN ee Re Charles Albert, of Seattle 

Oi hid Order-por Gulls” 2 oon. Miss Ellen F. Ord, of Berkeley 


3:00 ep. mM.—Third General Session. 
“The Model Fraternity’ ......Fr. Bernardine Laumeister, O. F. M. 
8:00 p. mM.—Tertiary Mass Meeting St. Boniface Hall. 
“Third Order for Our A Ge? ...2-ccc-00c-0----- James Emmet Royce, of 
Spokane, Wash. 


OY 


TUESDAY, OCTOBERSS 


6:00 a. M. and every half-hour until 8 a. m.—Holy Mass and Com- 
munion for the Tertiaries. 


10:00 a. m.—Fourth General Session. 
“The Tertiary as Parishioner”............ Rev. Dr. Charles Baschab, 
Phe DS ot Sausalito, Calit. 


12:00 Noon—Solemn Closing of Convention in St. Boniface Church. 


2:00 p. m.—Sightseeing for the Delegates and Visitors. 


Ossi0) 15 wi 


Banquet. Dr. Chas. B. Hobrecht, Toastmaster. 


a 


Chairman of Convention 


JAS. H. REILLY 


Chairman of Committee of Arrangements 


DRZCHASs Ber OERET CHa 


Secretary of Committee of Arrangements 


BERNARD A. BENSON 


‘Treasurer 


WM. J. PARKER 


EV 


FIRST CONVENTION OF THE FRANCISCAN 
TERTIARY PROVINCE OF SANTA BARBARA 


Opening Day 
Sunday, October 11, 1925 
9:00 A. M. 


After bidding all the Tertiary delegates and other visitors a 
hearty welcome to St. Boniface Church and listing their names 
in the register, the Convention opened with a Street Procession 
in which thousands of Tertiaries, many from far distant places, 
took part. The order of march was according to Fraternities, 
headed by their respective banners. After this public profession 
of their Faith, the Tertiaries wended their way back to St. 
Boniface Church to take part in the religious ceremonies. One 
Fraternity after the other entered until the spacious and beauti- 
ful St. Boniface Church was filled to its capacity. Crowds had 
to attend the services from the outside. Solemn High Mass 
followed, celebrated by the Very Rev. Turibius Deaver, 
O. F. M., Provincial of the First Order, with an inspiring ser- 
mon on ot. Francis by the Rev. Wm. .B. Reilly, O. P. 


- 10:00 A. M. 


Solemn High‘Mass in St. Boniface Church. 
Celebrant, Very Rev. Turibius Deaver, O. F. M. 
(Provincial of Santa Barbara Province.) 


Pessistatit be Tiest..2.5c.cccee ss aos Rev. Fr. Martin Knauff, O. F. M. 
Pence ete 2 ee. kev, Fr, Aucustine Hobrecht; OOK. MM: 
iia CACO san. oo-e seer ieee Reva bin lienry otendebachsOuwra NL. 
Master of Ceremonies..Rev. Fr. Bernardine Laumeister, O.F.M. 
Sy ONUTLOIUND Views es a pas Pe edi ete Reval Wim b, Reilly Orr: 


Musical program of the Solemn High Mass rendered by 
St. Boniface Tertiary Choir under the direction of 
Arthur Luis, 

1. Processional March. 

2. Introit, Gradual, Offertory and Communio,—Vatican Chant. 

3. Missa Solemnis, by Max Filke. Mixed Choir with Orchestra 
and Organ. 

Motet, “Jubilato Deo” at the Offertory—Goller. 

Jubilee Hymn to St. Francis. Words by Denis McCarthy, 
Music by Prof. Aloys Rhode. 
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2 THE FRANCISCAN TERTIARY PROVINCE 


FIRST GENERAL SESSION 
St. Boniface Hall 
S00) 12s WL 


The Convention was called to order by James H. Reilly, the 
General Chairman. 

The Opening Prayer was then said by the Rev. Augustine 
Hobrecht, O. F. M. Commissary, who thereupon read the fol- 
lowing report: 


REPORT 


Very Reverend Father Provincial, Reverend Fathers, and 
dearly beloved Tertiaries of St. Francis: 

Having opened this our first convention of the Franciscan 
Tertiary Province of Santa Barbara by attending this morning 
the solemn celebration of the Holy Sacrifice, having invoked 
upon these days of prayer, earnest study, and friendly discus- 
sion the divine guidance, without which we would labor in vain, 
we now take up the work that awaits us during these three 
days. 

We approach our task cheerfully, as is befitting children of a 
Holy Father every joyful. May he, who rejoiced in the com- 
pany of faithful followers, and on more than one occasion gath- 
ered them in assemblies, the proto-types of our present conven- 
tion,—may he, our Founder of seven centuries past, still our 
inspiration and model, be with us today, and tomorrow, and 
Tuesday, to help us in our deliberations towards resolutions 
truly Franciscan in aim and scope. 


Conventions in our day and age are much the vogue, but not 
all are conducted in becoming fashion or productive of real 
fruit. It is for us to maintain at this gathering an attitude 
and atmosphere expected of Tertiaries, for us to justify the ex- 
penditure of time and money by giving to these discussions the 
best that we have of attention and thought, so that we may 
learn to know better the Franciscan ideals and mode of life, so 
that, whether as directors, officers, or merely members, we may 
go back to our homes aflame with new enthusiasm for the Third 
Order of St. Francis: 
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Conventions are not foreign to the Franciscan ideal; they 
were held with gratifying results during the life-time of our 
Seraphic Father for his own brethren of the First Order. Con- 
ventions, if properly conducted, are no luxury; they are useful, 
they are necessary. It is chiefly to the First National Tertiary 
Convention of Chicago, in the year 1921, that we owe the new 
and ever growing interest in the Third Order throughout the 
United States. That first national Tertiary gathering was not a 
complete success,—delegates from here and elsewhere noted 
deficiencies—but the results, still lasting, were worth the effort; 
the monumental report of that convention will remain a store- 
house of Tertiary lore for many years to come. 


Our first Provincial Convention, despite the hard work by 
the Local Committee and enthusiastic Director, will show, may- 
hap, many defects,—yet with all our inexperience we hope.at 
these sessions, now formally opened, to lay the foundation of 
future building, to sow the seed for future harvest, to implant 
in the hearts of delegates from far and near a deeper interest, 
an enlightened enthusiasm, a holy zeal for what is now the 
largest religious lay organization in the Church and best-loved 
of Supreme Pontiffs,~which is the Gospel of Christ in the 
homes and daily life -of our people, the Third Order of St. 
Francis. 


This convention is to instruct us in a better knowledge of 
the Tertiary Rule and its application to our peculiar needs and 
surroundings; it is to enkindle new zeal in the observance of 
that holy Rule, it is to unify and intensify our efforts in spread- 
ing this Order and increasing its power for good—all in obedi- 
ence to the oft-expressed wish of the Popes, the Vicars of 
Christ. 


What further justification do we need for Tertiary conven- 
tions than the word of the late Pontiff, Pius X., who, when 
accounting for the revival of interest in the Third Order in 
these later times, cites in proof “an abundance of literature 
concerning this Order, the many pilgrimages made to holy 


places, and the frequent holding of conventions.” 

As Commissary-Provincial of this Tertiary Province, it is 
incumbent upon me to give you a report of statistics and activ- 
ities covering the time from the founding of the Province, little 
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more than a year ago, to the present date. Though what we 
have of the Third Order here in the West is due chiefly to 
zealous directors and Tertiary officers who functioned previous 
to September 3, 1924, the date of the first annual meeting 
of the Provincial Board, yet this new organization has already 
done a great deal to unify and strengthen Tertiary activity in 
the West: 


There are today twenty-four Fraternities affiliated with our 
youthful Province. Three of these Fraternities were added but 
recently, that of the Seminarians at St. Patrick’s Seminary in 
Menlo Park, that of the Immaculate Conception Church at San 
Diego, that of St. Francis de Sales at Oakland. According to 
the reports covering the year from June 1, 1924 to June 1, 
1925 and received from sixteen Fraternities, the total member- 
ship of our Province is as follows: 1168 Tertiary Brothers, 6298 
Tertiary Sisters, making in all 7467 members. Of this number 
3481 have been reported as active, that is attending the meet- 
ings and taking part in other activities of the Fraternity. The 
number of receptions during this period of one year was 667, of 
which 159 were men, and 496 were women. Professions totaled 
382, or 79 men and 293 women. These figures are set down 
not in the spirit of boastfulness; there is no warrant in their 
size to gloat over extraordinary success, neither do numbers 
alone indicate progress. Moreover, the fact that only about 
half of those received made their profession will give us some- 
thing to think about in the training and holding of novices. 


During the first year of the existence of the Province five 
visitations were held with evident benefit to the respective 
Fraternities. The number of retreats given to our Tertiaries 
is not available, but the custom of the annual retreat is gradu- 
ally spreading to more Fraternities. A detailed report from 
nearly all Fraternities will be read by the Rev. Secretary of 
the Province, also the financial report of the Provincial Board 
by the Treasurer of the Province. 


Before calling for these statistics, however, let me briefly in- 
dicate several points to be noted and some of them to be dis- 
cussed during the following sessions of the convention, While 
some of these subjects will probably be treated or suggested 
in the addresses and papers to follow, it is part of my duty to 
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stress them at the opening session to prepare you for discus- 
sion on the floor and to stimulate work, correction, and pro-. 
gress for the future. 


1. Visitation. I would ask each Director to take up this 
feature of the Rule with his respective officers and to communi- 
cate with the Provincial Secretary as to the time they would 
like to receive the Visitor. An effort will be made to cover the 
entire Province during the course of the year. 


2. Organization in Fraternities. We should profit by this 
convention in perfecting the organization of our Fraternities 
according to the provision of the Rule, including also the rec- 
ommendations and suggestions made during these days. 


3. Fraternities for Men. In conjunction with the afternoon 
general session on Monday, I would suggest discussion of ways 
and means to interest more men in the Third Order, also the 
feasibility of forming separate Fraternities for men and women. 


4. Third Order for Youth. This convention would justify 
its existence, nay more, cover itself with glory, if we could, 
in discussing the paper on this subject, find one or the other 
practical suggestion, if not boldly determine on some measure 
aimed at recruiting otfr young people for the Third Order, or 
even, resolve to begin a Junior Fraternity. 


5. Attendance at Holy Mass on Weekdays. This section of 
the Tertiary Rule needs more stressing. As an incentive towards 
a better appreciation of the daily Sacrifice of the Altar, I sug- 
gest the wider use of the Roman Missal in English translation, 
or better still, with both Latin and English texts. 


The Rev. Fr. Commissary then called for the reports from 
the individual Tertiary Fraternities of the Province which were 
then read by the Rev. Fr. Bernardine Laumeister, O.F.M., Sec- 
retary of the Province. The following is a list of active mem- 
bership of sixteen Fraternities of the Santa Barbara Tertiary 
Province: 
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Active Membership 


Nov- Pro- 

Place Fraternity Director ice fessed 
Cowlitz Prairie, 

Wash. St. Francis Mission Revo Ronan © a ee) 

Los Angeles, Cal.St. Joseph’s Church Rev. Vincent, O. F. M. 165 535 

MenlosBarka (Cala Stesbatticktsm Senna tay meee eee Jone 


Oakland, Cal. St. Elizabeth’s Church Rev. Urban, O. F. M..... 36 464 
Phoenix, Ariz. St. Mary’s Church Rey, Capistran, OLE Mo 926 10 


Portland, Ore. Ascension Church Reva Hloniane @O sbi Venn) Omen 
Portland, Ore. St. Clare’s Church Rev. Benedict, O.F.M... ..... 19 
Sacramento, Cal. St. Francis Church Rev. Solanus, O. F. M. 16 238 


San Francisco St. Anthony’s Church Rev. Charles, O. F. M. 33 353 
San Francisco St. Paul of Shipwreck 


Church Rev. Theophilus,O°. HM: 2225] 
San Francisco St. Boniface Church 

German Rev. Anthony, O. F. M. 9 179 
San Francisco St. Boniface Church 

Spanish Rev. Hilario Espinosa... 4 50 


San Francisco St. Boniface Church 
St. Francis Fraternity Rev.Bernardine,O.F.M. 122 1245 


Santa Barbara Old Mission 

St. Louis Fraternity Rev. Augustine,O.F.M. 10 180 
Santa Barbara 5t. Anthony’s Seminary Rev. John, O. F. M....... Sees 
Seattle, Wash. St. George’s Church Rev. Clement, O. F. M. 46 130 
Seattle, Wash. Our Lady of Lourdes 

Church Reva Peliciana © nn bay een EEO 
Spokane, Wash. St. Francis Church Rev. Henry, O. F. M... 20 180 


Thereupon Mr. William J. Parker, treasurer of the Province 
submitted the following report: 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
Octobersltato75 

The undersigned Treasurer of the Franciscan Tertiary Pro- 
vince of Santa Barbara, begs leave to submit the following 
Annual Report: 

There was received from all sources during the year $285.31; 
during the same period the Expenses amounted to $132.16, leav- 
ing a balance of $153.15. 

The attached Statement of Receipts and Disbursements will 
show in detail the sources from which the receipts were ob- 
tained and the objects to which the expenditures have been 
applied. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

(signed) WJ] BARIGCER: 
Treasuter Pal Po Stan Barbara: 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES 
Receipts 


Special Per Capita tax levied on each Fraternity following 
the inauguration of the Provincial Board were as follows: 


Piiewilest taternity a... Sees 82 ess $25.00 
HocmaAneelessMratennity 24.2. s 43.15 
PMOeCiiee Mr aLen nity, cnt aes eee 7.85 
pantampathatanrraternity: «10.0. 2. 20.00 
Der ttlem CACCRMICY) 22h cee reo ete ne ces COM 
Ok megs TAleEiity@ nr = 2.29 ter oe 10.00 
Stem aCisMe tat CUnItys(05.1.) eee dee 56.79 
(of St. Boniface Church) 
Sieramienton Praternit yao oe ees 20.00 
Drgpoutace h fateriitye. nu aes 20.00 
22279 
The annual contribution of 3% of the Ordinary 
Income of each Fraternity was as follows: 
Salida arate rarennity, 26 seca i.ccdeszs satan: $ 5.84 
Beit ya lem tar aber nity a .s8 02.2.2 ee 3.00 
Phoenix Fraternity ...... DF ee ent ee, a ZMZ 
SrrooOni cen tatetnitys 2022 ct ee 4.00 
Portland. (Ascension Patish) .2.... 20... 225 
Seattle (Ouc Lady ot Loutdes) 2.2... 1.59 
Scatuea(stm acorve Parish) 2 eo 375 
Dos Angeles (St. Joseph. Parish): 2.2.1 10.86 
Same ianciseo. (ot, Anthonys) 2.7.2: 9.00 
St. Francis Fraternity (San Francisco).... 20.11 
62.02 


MOU dae COND times Men eet SRR ic aye: 285.31 
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Disbursements 
SOUP Con sti TU tions et: eunee see eee $14.00 
IPOS ta Cems eee et ee 1.00 
Cash Book-iorl reastitet .2.7 ee 1.90 
Cash. BoOxmtog I Geasurenrs =i meee arenes 3.50 
Mileage—Consultor from Seattle ............ 76.76 
LOOOR etter Eleadsve- ens ten eee ae £50 
1000 2-cent Stamped Envelopes ................ 27290, 
132.16 
By Balance—-Gash, ote vLland ae. eee 153.15 
: $285.31 


After reading of the foregoing statistics, the Chairman Mr. 
James H. Reilly, introduced Very Reverend Turibius Deaver, 


O.F.M. Provincial, who was the speaker of the afternoon. 


MAIN PURPOSE OF THE THIRD ORDER 
Very Rev. Turibius Deaver, O.F.M., Provincial 


It is surely very appropriate in this our First Provincial Con- 
vention to have as the first paper on the program the subject: 
The Main Purpose of the Third Order. We are here 
to stimulate interest in the Third Order; we intend in this 
convention to show the world that the Third Order has a mes- 
sage for everyone, a message that will satisfy the yearnings of 
the heart. We wish in this convention to go before the world 
with the claim that the Third Order offers the best solution to 
the vexing problems of the age. This can only then be done 
when we are agreed and settled upon the exact nature and pur- 
pose of the Third Order. 

We ask ourselves then at the very outset: what is the main 
purpose of the Third Order? What is the object of this or- 
ganization spread throughout the world,—the greatest lay-or- 
ganization in our time and at any time in the history of the 
Church? In order to arrive at a definite conclusion in this 
investigation, we must go back in spirit to the time of St. 
Francis, back to the Founder. We must question him as to what 
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were the motives that led him to found this Order. Without 
doubt they were the same motives that so strongly impelled 
him to found his First Order. 


He saw about him a departure from the tenets of the Gospel. 
Wealth had corrupted the hearts of men; a love for the pleas- 
ures of life had made men deaf to all appeals for the purely 
spiritual. There was a defection from Christ and His doctrine. 
He had felt that same evil influence in His own breast. He 
tore himself away from all his friends to lead a life of less pleas- 
ure and more prayer. Feeling within his inmost soul the great 
advantage of this life, the peace and rest it gave his soul, he 
sought to bring to others this selfsame peace and joy. There 
was no effort on his part to reform society at large; no studied 
program of social betterment. It was simply an appeal to the 
individual to reform self in the perfect imitation of Christ. 


This same motive led him to bring the blessings of the Gospel 
to the multitudes in the world. He had no elaborate program; 
he came with a personal appeal to each individual. He said 
to each: the world has gone astray from Christ; salvation 
can be found in a return to Christ. This return must be done 
by you personally; do .not stop to study how you can better 
conditions and formulate laws for the general good; the evil 
is within you, in your own heart; strike at the root within 
yourself and evil will be eradicated. Individual, personal re- 
form and sanctification is the purpose of the Third Order. 


The purpose of St. Francis in inviting men and women to 
reform their own lives was not to make them isolated Saints 
and eremitical followers of Christ; he wanted these to main- 
tain their position in the world and by their example lead others 
to imitate their manner of life. By their efforts at personal 
sanctification they were to exert a potent influence on their 
surroundings. They were to draw others to a better concep- 
tion of life, to a higher appreciation of things spiritual. 

We can then say that the purpose of the Third Order is 
individual reform and through the individual the entire society 
is to be reformed. The Third Order is not a social organiza- 
tion in the sense that the term is now accepted. It is not an 
association with a specific social program. But it is a social 
force in that the members are filled with the spirit of their 
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Order and by that very fact are bound to impress this same 
spirit upon others. 


The idea of individual sanctification and through the individ- 
ual the purging of society in general can well be seen from a 
hurried glance at the history of the Third Order in its early 
appearance. The Third Order came into prominence at times 
of civil strife, of contending factions; at a time of excessive 
wealth and extreme poverty. The Third Order came with its 
message of equality before God; with its message of charity to 
all; with its message of peace. This truth deeply impressed 
upon the minds of the individual worked its way into society 
and transformed the ideas of men. 

To enter into details, take the case of the rich and the poor. 
We know there will always be the wealthy and the indigent. 
It is a perennial question how to harmonize these two classes. 
All sorts of laws have at all times been formed to better the 
condition of the poor; charitable organizations have been 
founded, whose avowed purpose is the relief of the needy. Yet 
the conditions remain unchanged; these may diminish distress, 
but they can never banish poverty nor drive pain and sorrow 
out of the world and make all men equally happy. There always 
will be an inequality in the possession of this world’s goods. 
St. Francis came with his Third Order and viewing primarily 
the individual and not society in general, inculcated the maxims 
of the Gospel. To the poor he said: poverty is not an evil 
in itself. Christ sanctified poverty by voluntarily taking it 
upon Himself. The inseparable companion of Christ from the 
cave of Bethlehem to the cross on Golgotha was poverty. To 
the rich he would say that wealth was not a purely personal 
gift to be used at random but a trust given them by God to 
minister to the comfort and especially to bring relief to the 
indigent, to supply the wants of the poor. Such a doctrine 
will engender in the poor, humble and tranquil patience; and 
in the rich, delicate and generous charity. We know from the 
history of the past that wherever this spirit gained a foothold, 
social conditions improved; instead of endless strife there was 
peace and harmony. 


An examination of the Rule of the Third Order, just as we 
have it now will bring out the same truth. The Rule affects 
the individual and tends to his personal sanctification, He 
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must perform certain acts; he must abstain from others for 
the purpose of bringing himself closer to God. 

The Third Order inculcates a deep love for God, an enthusi- 
astic attachment to things spiritual in the hearts of the mem- 
bers. It is for them to abide by the regulations of prayer, of 
attending the Holy Sacrifice of Mass of receiving their Lord 
and Master frequently in Holy Communion. The diligence in 
performing these acts will better the individual, will fill him 
more and more with the spirit of devotion to the things of 
Christ and make of him a better follower of Christ. The in- 
crease in the number of the Tertiaries will carry this spirit to 
many others and soon the army of devoted followers of Christ 
will increase. The indifference to things spiritual will find a 
ready check in this large army of Christ; a scoffing world will 
see that there must be a joy and pleasure in the service of God 
and will lay aside its jeers and mockery to admire and praise. 
If it can not be made to follow the example set, it will at least 
refrain from molestation and persecution. Thus quietly and 
unostentatiously the good work goes on; the leaven of good 
begins to permeate the.whole mass. 

The restrictions of the Rule regarding forms of pleasure, the 
moderations in the use of the world’s goods affect the individ- 
ual and demand of him an act of personal mortification. This 
will create in him a promptness in heeding the call of duty with 
no thought of personal convenience. Pleasure is not the de- 
ciding factor in his actions; there is no heed to the voice of 
a fickle world approving or disapproving; the only impelling 
motive is the call of duty. The cry of pleasure is silenced and 
a deaf ear is turned to the pleas of fallen nature. This per- 
sonal affection for the things of God engendered by the re- 
strictions of the Rule will make itself felt in all the departments 
of life. The world is mad with pleasure; moderation is unknown 
and hence the low standards of religion; what serves to foster 
the craving for amusements must be sought; what hampers the 
free and unfettered enjoyment of life must be carefully avoided. 
In this age of moral cowards and weaklings, will not the ex- 
ample of men and women of the world faithfully adhering to 
the tenets of their Order have its telling effects? The doctrine 
espoused is not one of blue laws and gloom and_ puritanical 
severity; it is a doctrine of moderation. It is the lesson of the 
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Gospel teaching that pleasure has its place and its time, that 
men can partake of it to relieve a tired mind and a wearied 
body. How different would the world be if these principles of 
St. Francis would find a place in every heart! 


The Third Order instills into the heart of its members the 
true principles of charity. They are to pray for the deceased 
and practice almsgiving to the poor. The work is to be done 
for God’s holy sake. There is no paid organized humanitarian 
movement, no retinue of officials who must be paid for their 
work. The individual is told that he must give and perform 
his work for the sake of Christ with no other thought of reward 
than the reward that comes at the end of time. There must 
be no distinction of race or color or social standing. No human 
heart is to go unpitied, no pang unassuaged, no aching heart 
maddened into despair by a cold refusal born of a narrow 
spirit of nationalism; no pining widow, no supplicating or- 
phans shall raise their supplicating eyes in vain because of a 
different race. Charity for all is the motto of the Tertiary. 
What a wonderful refining influence this will have in the hearts 
of the individuals and from the indviduals it will inoculate 
society with these principles of the Gospel, the only true prin- 
ciples of charity. 

The Third Order goes out with the purpose of making a 
specialty of the service of God. This is an age of specialists 
in every department of the complex life of the world; in the 
spiritual world the specialist is the Tertiary. The success of 
scientific research is due to the attention close and exclusive 
given by individuals to this particular line of thought; their 
minds are upon this topic at all times; they eagerly grasp what- 
ever will assist them; they count as nought the trials and priva- 
tions they must undergo; they feel amply rewarded if they 
have made but little advance in their research. The same must 
hold good of the Tertiary; he must be ever wide awake to 
the things that minister to his spiritual progress; nothing that 
brings him nearer to God is too difficult for him. In every 
movement for the betterment of man’s soul the Tertiary must 
be found. He will readily espouse any cause that has for its 
final purpose the spiritual uplift and regeneration of man. For 
instance, take the retreat movement so warmly recommended 
by the Supreme Pontiff as the very best means to regenerate 
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society, to restore all things in Christ, to make the world realize 
more and more that Christ is the king of society and that His 
doctrine alone can bring peace and happiness to man for time 
and eternity. The Tertiary must be in the forefront of this 
movement at all times and in all places. He must choose this 
means for his own spiritual benefit and seek to bring the glad 
tidings to all. 


Gathering all these thoughts together can we wonder that 
the Supreme Pontiffs all have been so profuse in their praise 
of the Third Order and recommended it so warmly to others? 
The immortal Leo XIII, the great social reformer went so far 
as to say that his social reform is the Third Order. We have 
in the Third Order the best foundation for personal sanctifica- 
tion and perfection; with this will come domestic peace and 
public tranquillity, integrity of life, charity, right use and man- 
“agement of property. We need not the frenzied legislation of 
the day. This does not strike at the root of the evil; it deals 
too much with the external. What do we see as the result of 
all these attempts to bridle man’s lust and raise him from the 
mire of grovelling concupiscense? On all sides we witness shat- 
tered private morals, broken family hearths, ferocious grasp- 
ing of earth’s possession without any regard for justice or 
charity, a deadly war against the very battlements of society. 
Nothing but Jesus and His immortal teaching so admirably 
embodied in the Rule of the Third Order can save the world. 
Today as when the intrepid St. Peter first uttered the words, 
the truth uncontested: There is no other name given to man, 
whereby we must be saved, but the name of Jesus. He is as 
potent today to quell the storm-tossed sea of humanity as He 
was of old to bring the ancient Lake of Genesereth to a sub- 
missive calm. 


Our earnest prayer must be that this feature of the Third 
Order appreciate more deeply and sincerely the wonderful 
graces contained in the Rule and strive by their own good lives 
in perfect accordance with the Rule to spread broadcast the 
blessings and advantages of the Third Order, 


Before opening the floor for discussion the Chairman ap- 
pointed the following committees: 


On Resolutions: Rev. Fr. Martin, O.F.M., Chairman; Rev. 


14 THE FRANCISCAN TERTIARY PROVINCE 


Fro Vincent, O.JF.M.;’ Mr. J> J= McInerney, (san ironciscee 
Mr. A. J. Adams (Sacramento) ; Miss Ellen Ord (Berkeley). 


On Finances: Rev. Fr. Henry, O.F.M., Chairman; Rev. Fr. 
Gregory, O.F.M.; Mr. Wm. J. Parker (San Francisco); Mr. 
Albert Miller (Oakland) later replaced by Mr. J. F. Kenney, 
(Oakland) ; Mr. Henry Moss (Los Angeles). 


On Constitutions and By-Laws: Very Rev. Turibius Deaver, 
O.F.M:, Chairman; Mr. Frank Silvas (Santa Barpara)eaein. 
James E. Royce (Spokane). 


On Insignia and Paraphernalia: Rev. Fr. Bernardine, O.F.M., 
Chairman; Rev. Fr. Felician, O.F.M; Mr. W. B. Wheelan (San 
Francisco) ; Miss E. Kirby (Santa Barbara); Miss M. Kearns 
(San Francisco). 


DISCUSSION 
DR. CHAREES” By HOBRECHT (San> Francisco)—-Wea 


Father mentioned the subject of retreats for laymen it natur- 
ally hit a soft spot. As a member of the Board on the Retreat 
House I feel that I would be somewhat remiss in my duty if 
I did not say something in support of the Retreat Movement. 
San Francisco has made a start. We have all heard, I am sure, 
of the San Francisco Retreat House. It is located on the 
Ocean Boulevard. It is ideally appointed, and as someone has 
said, to go into the retreat house and make a retreat is to ex- 
perience “just a little bit of heaven”. I would urge ev ery mem- 
ber of the Third Order to make a retreat if at all convenient. 
If you wish to find out what it is to make a retreat, ask any of 
those who have made one. You may go there Friday evening 
and remain until Monday morning, in time to get to your ord 
The Fathers have arranged alternate weeks, one week for gen- 
tlemen, and one week for the ladies. I trust you will give 
this matter consideration and if there is anyone who has any 
point to discuss on this subject it would certainly be welcome. 


MR. W. B. WHEELAN (San Francisco)—Just to say a 
word regarding retreats. I heartily endorse ev erything that 
has been said about retreats by Dr. Hobrecht. I too head the 
pleasure of being one of those present at the first retreat given 
there for men. I would say in reference to the talk given by 
our Very Reverend Father Provincial in regard to the Third 
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Order and particularly in regard to personal sanctity and per- 
sonal reform, that I do not know of anything we could do bet- 
ter than to go to this retreat house, and as the Director says 
be “alone with your God”. You surely can realize that such 
is the spirit of the retreat house. 


MR. JAMES H. REILLY (San Francisco)—Just a few re- 
marks from our distant visitor, Fr. James from Chicago. 


REV. FR. JAMES MEYER, O.F.M. (Chicago)—Just -to 
say I came to learn. I am sure you are calling on me too early 
in the convention for I have not learned enough yet. I am 
learning very fast. And I think I should wait. This is my 
first visit to California. And you should do yourselves the 
honor of knowing that, seeing the things I am seeing here in 
California, I have a perfect right to be speechless. We are here 
in the land of St. Francis which has been consecrated by the 
work of the early Franciscan Missionaries, and we find their 
monuments all along the coast, but I am proud to say that I can 
go back to Chicago and say that we have people here who are 
not only living the past but people who realize that they of the 
present must equip themselves to live as children of St. Fran- 
cis and who will leave a heritage to those who come after them. 
You are full of a good purpose in your work and you are trying 
to fill yourselves with the spirit of your Seraphic Founder. And 
in this you are not limiting yourselves to external pomp and 
ceremony, but you are concerned chiefly with the interior de- 
velopment of the Third Order. You have taken the right hold. 
Therefore, go forward, prosper, and rule. 


(Convention adjourned until 8 P. M.) 


MASS MEETING AT KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL 
8:00 P. M., Sunday, October 11, 1925 
Chairman, James H. Reilly, San Francisco, California 


The Mass Meeting in the Knights of Columbus Hall on Sun- 
day evening was well attended and very successfully achieved 
its purpose of education in Franciscan ideals. 

After a welcome by ecclesiastical and civic authorities, the 
main speakers were: Hon. Harry I. Mulcrevy, Mr. Jno. P. 
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Doran, and Sylvester Andriano. Each gave utterances in char- 
acteristic addresses to the deep and wide appeal of the Fran- 
ciscan Tertiary movement. 


The addresses were interspersed with an original poem splen- 
didly delivered by the composer, George Churchill Paterson, 
and elevating and with exceptionally well-rendered music and 
singing under the able direction of Arthur Luis. 


PROGRAM 
Yo VQ) Wertureh see 2c ee eee ee Rienzy 
Orchestra, Arthur Luis, Director 
2s introductory Kematks = = James H. Reilly,Chairman 
3. Words of Welcome....Rt. Rev. Msgr. Patrick L. Ryan,V. G. 
42 - ihe Heavens Are 1 lise. trom ~ Creation === Haydn 


Solo and Full Tertiary Chorus, Direction of Arthur Luis 
5. Greetings....Hon. James Rolph, Jr., Mayor of San Francisco 


6) Selectione iran: Aida Se 5 ee ee Verdi 
Orchestra, Arthur Luis, Director 
Ze OD enING. Prdd Gece sae Hon. Harry I. Mulcrevy, 


County Clerk of San Francisco 
8. “St. Francis,’ Original Poem....George Churchill Patterson 


oO”. Evio-froms "Faust = 22. ca eee ne Gounod 
Peggy Stumpf, Margarita; Ted Metz, Faust; 
Hans Niederhofer, Mephistopheles 
10; Pre-eminence of the DPhird ‘Order... John P. Doran 
11. “Quemadmodum Desiderat’’....Rev. P. Hartman, O. F. M. 
Tertiary Choir (Mixed Voices), Direction of Arthur Luis 
P22 Spitit Orota Prancis 2 eee Sylvester N. Andriano 
13 HymnetorSt a hrancis 2 2 Orchestra, Chorus, Audience 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 12 


Se00 a.m. 


Monday, the second day of the Convention, opened with a 
Solemn Requiem High Mass for the deceased Tertiaries of the 
Santa Barbara Province. Once again the Church was crowded 
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with devout Tertiaries, who assisted at the Holy Sacrifice and 
offered up Holy Communion for their departed Tertiary breth- 
ren. The following program gives the name of the celebrant of 
the Mass and those who assisted: 


NCI Laue ee es eh Reve Augustine Hobrecht, O; Fo oM: 

SENSI St aoe aie Beer ores Rev. Gregory Wollenschlager, O. F. M. 

SULORD N66 ie a ane ee Rey. Vincent Arbeiter, O. F. M. 

Master or Ceremonies... Rev. Pius Niermann, O. F. M 
9:007A. MM. 


After attending the Holy Sacrifice, the Tertiaries betook 
themselves to St. Boniface School Hall to partake of a special 
breakfast prepared and served by our ever-faithful Tertiary 
Dining Room Staff. 


10:00 a. m. 
SECOND GENERAL SESSION 
St. Boniface Hall 


After the reading of: the minutes of the previous session by 
the secretary of the convention, Mr. Bernard A. Benson, the 
chairman introduced the first speaker of the day, Dr. Charles 
B. Hobrecht. 


“THE THIRD ORDER AND YOUTH” 
Dr. Charles B. Hobrecht 


To suggest the consideration or the discussion of a topic such 
as the title of this paper would no doubt upon first thought ap- 
pear superfluous and even ridiculous in the minds of a great 
many of our people. 

Too long and by too many has the Third Order of St. Francis 
been considered an organization for those hovering between 
life’s half mile stone and the stone that ere long will mark the 
last resting place of their mortal remains. 

To dispel this time-worn, hackneyed, and erroneous notion 
and prove the contrary, viz.;—the need and practicability of 
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the Third Order for youth, is the main purpose and object of 
the writer. 


Much has been said and written in support of the fact, and 
the long list of its saints, and others who have attained great 
heights of piety, is proof sufficient that the Third Order in 
general is fulfilling its purpose as defined by St. Francis himself 
to Blessed Lucius viz.: “that persons (not old people) living 
in the world may serve God in a perfect manner.” 


Comparatively less, but all sufficient evidence nevertheless 
has been brought out in support and proof of the particular 
efficiency and salutariness of the Third Order for youth. 


The first question that confronts us then is this:—Is there a 
need of the Third Order and its precepts for our youth? That 
there is a great and urgent need for the revision and the rais- 
ing of the general present day standard of morals among our 
young people is, we take it, fully conceded by all virtue loving 
and high-minded people. Vice, the head line of “Great (?) 
Dailies” with their multiplicity of reports of sordid juvenile 
murders, robbery, and rape, “jazzmania”, “petting parties” and 
what not. That a percentage of our Catholic youth is also 
drawn into this mire of lust and perversity no one can sucess- 
fully deny. 


The fault, we admit, lies not entirely with the young folks, 
but rather largely with their elders. Face to face as we are 
today, with a vast army of God’s enemies, leagued together 
in their hatred of Christ and His Church, and combining and 
planning to rob our children of their Faith by Godless educa- 
tion, endeavoring by every device to enmesh youth in the toils 
of pleasure and indifferentism, surely no one dare venture to 
assert there is no need for the Tertiary Rule of St. Francis, 
with its ideals of self-denial, penance, charity and peace. Surely 
the need is great. The words addressed by the late illustrious 
Pope Leo XIII are worthy of our consideration today, if not 
more so, as they were at the time they were spoken: “Let all 
contessors occupy themselves in gathering into the Third Order 
principally the men and especially the young men, for I am 
convinced that by it and the diffusion of Franciscan ideas we 
shall save the world.” In many encyclicals did this great Pon- 
tiff recommend the introduction of the*Third Order as a rem- 
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edy for the evils of the times, and upon many different occa- 
sions did he particularly stress the need of the Third Order for 
the young. 


In the face of the feverish activity of the Freemasons toward 
increasing their membership, and more particularly the zeal dis- 
played in their endeavors to plant and foster their tenets in 
the minds of their juniors, the so-called De Molays, the follow- 
ing remarkable testimony of a modern Freemason ought, in 
itself, surely suffice to dissipate any doubt concerning the need 
of the Third Order for our youth. His words are: “The same 
Leo XIII indicated his real intention of opposing the power 
of Freemasonry by the power of the Third Order. The en- 
cyclical HUMANUM GENUS launched against Freemasonry 
on the 20th of April, 1884, unveils this perverse sect, and op- 
poses it at the same time on the same page, The Third Order, 
which according to Leo XIII is the true school of liberty, 
equality, and Christian Fraternity, antagonistic to the destruc- 
tive principles of the Freemasonic sect.” 

Still more remarkable is the fact that of all the lay institu- 
tions in the Church the Third Order alone has been singled out 
by Leo XIII, by Pius X, by Benedict XV, and the present glor- 
iously reigning Pius XI, who by the way joined the Third Order 
at the age of 17, as a remedy for modern evils. And modern 
evils, are, it seems, particularly designed to ensnare our young 
people. 

Having thus far brought sufficient evidence in support of the 
need of the Third Order for youth, the next question in log- 
ical sequence should be: Is it practicabler Let us see. 


The writer has not in his limited investigations been able thus 
far to establish the fact of the existence of separate Fraterni- 
ties for the young in this country, but in his search for data 
for this paper has come across writings of others that would 
seem to indicate the existence of Junior Fraternities of Terti- 
aries, or at least a strong movement in this direction. Flour- 
ishing Fraternities do exist in the European countries of Hol- 
land, Germany, Austria and France. 

An address at the Tertiary priests’ convention of Antwerp 
told of a Fraternity at Tilburg (Holland), with a section for 
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young people, consisting of 130 boys and 150 girls between 
the ages of 14 and 18. 


“St. Franciscus” (Weert, Holland) for November 1924, de- 
votes all its space to a convention of young Tertiaries held 
August 24th and 25th at Sittard under the auspices of the Fran- 
ciscans. Four hundred Tertiaries, mere boys of 14 to 20 years, 
representing some 20 Fraternities, attended. Their inspiration 
is St. Francis, the Knight of the Cross and the generous fol- 
lower of our Savior. From accounts it appears that the Third 
Order is furnishing them, besides its spiritual advantages, all 
that we here associate with the Y.M.C.A.—reading clubs, music, 
scout work, and all. 


The Tertiary youth idea has taken deep root in Germany. 
From Cologne an organization is spreading through the neigh- 
boring provinces which is known as “Jugenbund Alverna” (La 
Verna Youth’s Union), with the purpose of developing nobil- 
ity of character after the exemplar of St. Francis, whose sin- 
cerity, unselfishness and readiness for self-sacrifice made him 
the favorite of his companions in youth and the hero of a na- 
tion, not to say of a world, in manhood. One of the chief topics 
at the Directors’ conference at Hanover, held in connection 
with the National Congress of German Catholics was the ques- 
tion of the Franciscan movement among the young. The Fran- 
ciscan youth movement is spreading in Austria. Innsbruck 
leads with a Sorority and a Fraternity. The Tyrolese Fran- 
ciscans are at present very active in the organization of these 
junior associations. We have sufficient evidence therefore that 
the Third Order for youth is practicable. But lest someone 
urge “it may be feasible in European countries, but with the 
American youth it is impossible” the writer would recall that 
our youth was similarly misjudged at the time of the establish- 
ment of our American Foreign Mission Society familiarly 
known as “Maryknoll”. It was repeatedly stated that our boys 
“haven't the stuff that Missionaries are made of: for Missionar- 
ies we shall always have to depend on Europe.” The facts are 
an utter refutation of the prediction. In the first ten years of 
its existence Maryknoll sent more missioners into the foreign 
field than did all the European Societies combined in any period 
of the same length of time. 
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So, to say that our American youth is less spiritual than that 
of the Old World is not borne out by facts. The Rule of the 
Order as to age says: “It is forbidden to receive anyone as a 
member unless he be more than fourteen years of age.” Mother 
Church then signifies her approval of entering the Order in 
early youth. Serious consideration should of course be given 
to the reception of those of tender age. It must be borne in 
mind that: The Third Order is a vocation which the members 
take upon themselves for life. It obligates them to be public 
exponents of Catholic truth and virtue, to be examples to others. 
They are to take part in certain canonical functions, as for 
instance, the election of officers. These things, as a rule, 
children of fourteen or under are scarcely able to grasp. The 
scrutiny and judgement of the spiritual director must here be 
widely exercised. 

The wisdom or advisability of the segregation of the younger 
members of a given Fraternity must depend, of course, upon 
local conditions and environment and rest with the local di- 
rector and officers. 


The advice recently given by a bishop to a priest of his dio- 
cese who undertook to establish a Fraternity in his parish, may 
here be timely: “We should make an effort to encourage men, 
especially young men, to join. Give the little book of the 
Third Order to the better young men in the parish, ask them 
to try its practices for a number of months without receiving 
the habit; then after a few months of faithful practice let them 
decide whether they have courage enough to enter as novices. 
Make it clear to them that no obligations of the Third Order 
binds them under penalty of sin, except those which bind every 
Catholic, but that the Third Order helps greatly to live a well- 
regulated Catholic life and to enter thoroughly into the Catholic 
spirit. I would advise, be not too fast to give the habit with 
any person. Let them rather for a few months practice the 
exercises of the Third Order and attend the meetings. Hold 
meetings regularly and let all who wish be present at them. 
Dwell much on the spirit of the Gospel to be acquired through 
the Order, especially a plain life with few needs and simple 
pleasures for the love of Christ.” 


Do not forget that, while the Third Order is a good prepara- 


Op, THE FRANCISCAN TERTIARY PROVINCE 


tion for death, yet one does not enter it to die, but to live— 
to live and do battle for Christian virtue. The Third Order is, 
therefore, eminently for men and women in the prime of life, 
yes, for the very young, young ladies, and young men. Are not 
the first-fruits most pleasing to God? Is not youth spent in the 
service of God a holocaust of sweetest fragrance to the Lord? 
Does not Holy Writ assure us that it is good for man to have 
borne the yoke from his youth? Was not Francis just in his 
twenties when he made the supreme choice? Were not Louis 
and Elizabeth at that age models of Franciscan virtue? Are 
not hundreds at that age pledged forever to God, even by 
holy vows in the Franciscan Convents of men and women? 
For God and for us Jesus gave his whole life, youth and all. 
Shall not there be youths to give a whole life to Him? And the 
virtue of it, the example of it! To see our good people turn 
their thoughts from the empty attractions of the world to the 
greater love of God is as it should be. But that young men 
and ladies keep disengaged from undue wealth and pleasure, 
and turn to the sweet yoke of the Third Order, that is dcsioht 
for angels, that is Francis-like heroism, that is example which 
like the example of Francis will win hearts to God today and 
in ages to come. 


Therefore do what you can to bring young people to the Order. 
Speak to your grown sons and daughters and acquaintances. 
Win them by your own example of cheerful virtue, which is the 
true Christian Franciscan kind. Beware of misrepresenting 
the difficulties of Tertiary life, in your conduct as well as in 
your words. St. Francis would have little sympathy for the 
joy-killing long faces, those drags on spiritual progress, those 
mufflers of enterprise, those bogies to others. Supplementary 
to the above the writer would refer to the Franciscan Herald 
of January, 1922, containing an article by Fr. Giles which 
should interest all directors and patrons of the Third Order. 
It is a plea for Fraternities for young folks in their teens.’ The 
appeal of St. Francis and the Third Order to the idealism and 
hero worship of that age is brought out beautifully. The plea 
is supplemented in the February issue by an article on the 
Third Order as a school of religious vocations, a question which 


REPORT OF THE FIRST CONVENTION ZS 


Seraphic Chronicle of March illustrates very admirably in the 
“Wise Director’s” popular corner. 


DISCUSSION 


MR. J. J. McINERNEY (San Francisco)—I would like to 
say that I hope as a result of this paper a committee will be 
formed to look into the matter of the feasibility of forming 
such a Fraternity for young people in the very near future. I 
know it will be the greatest step we have ever undertaken. We 
have the timber. We have now in our novice class a number 
of boys and girls. We are living in a city which has the repu- 
tation of “knowing how” and in a Fraternity that certainly 
“knows how’. Let us be the one to start this thing. Let us 
hope that this Junior Fraternity will be an actuality before an- 
other year goes around. 

Upon the conclusion of Mr. J. J. McInerney’s remarks, the 
discussion was interrupted for a few moments during which 
the following cablegram from Most Reverend Archbishop 
Edward J. Hanna, who at the time of the convention was at 
Rome: 


Cablegram -—“Tertiaries: Holy Father sends blessings.” 
(ioned) “EDs Jo RANN A Da BD: 


Thereupon the entire assembled body rose as an expression 
of gratitude for this cabled message. 


A Motion was made by Mr. J. J. McInerney, seconded and 
duly carried that a committee be appointed in order to devise 
ways and means of forming a Junior Branch of the Third Order 
in San Francisco. 

IDIR, (CIFDMIRICIES 1B ISIQUBIRICIalIr (Srya leureraretsea)) —= Ine 
thought just occurred to me that perhaps a better way, with 
all due respects to our worthy Prefect, would be to submit 
that question for a time to the Provincial Board and in the 
meantime have the various local Fraternities discuss the ques- 
tion and submit their findings to the Board. While this is a 
very worthy thing, let us not rush into it hastily. While we 
want this to become an actuality as soon as possible, let the 
foundation be sound and firm from the beginning. I think 
the Provincial Board would appreciate the views of the var- 
ious Fraternities. 
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(Amendment to the Motion accepted.) 

MR. JAMES H. REILLY ‘(San Franciséo)—-I hope that 
for the enlightenment of the Board the members will have some 
discussion on the subject of the feasibility of forming such a 
branch. 

MRS. JAMES E. ROYCE (Spokane)—This is a subject 
rather dear to my heart. I am a member of the Catholic 
Daughters of America. A couple of years ago they undertook 
to form a Junior Branch, but for many reasons it fell very flat. 
It was principally because it was entered into hastily. 


REV. FATHER CHARLES KNEBEL, O.FM. (San Franz 
cisco)—TI think we should set a date when these reports from 
the various Fraternities be handed in. Otherwise I am afraid 
that your grandchildren will be forming the Junior Branch of 
the Third Order. One of the main reasons for this convention 
was to do something for the young people. Why not set a 
definite date when these Fraternities must hand in their reports. 

DR. CHARLES B. HOBRECHT (San Francisco)— I over- 
looked mentioning that I had in mind to set three months as 
a time limit for the Fraternities to have their reports handed in. 
It may be longer than three months before the Board meets 
again but we should set a time limit of three months on the 
Fraternities. 

MRS. HANLON (San Francisco)—I think it would be very 
well to keep this idea alive. I think we have shown good ex- 
ample. Don’t leave it too long. Have it in the near future. 
Keep this spirit alive and I think it will work some way. 

REV. FR. AUGUSTINE HOBRECHT. OjRaM] ‘(Santa 
Barbara)—There is one thing that we should stress, namely, 
that the enrolling the youth into the Third Order is not some- 
thing new. It is not an experiment. You will note from the Ter- 
gd Rule that fourteen years is the age set for entering the 

Phird Order. The Church which approved this Rule surely 
knows something about the practicability of interesting young 
people in the Tied Order. Moreover we must realize that the 
Third Order goes a little deeper than other organizations such 
as the Scouts or the Camp Fire Girls, or any other social society 
for the young. The Third Order is not aimed at some particular 
object eich may be desirable but which may not be neces- 


REPORT OF THE FIRST CONVENTION 25 


sary. Its aim is at something necessary, that is the deepening 
of the religious spirit in the hearts of the young. 


MR. J. F. KENNEY (Fruitvale)—Hon. Chairman, I make the 
motion that the amendment to the above motion, to leave the 
matter to the Provincial Board, with a time set of three months 
for Fraternities to turn in their findings be considered the sen- 
timent of the convention. This motion was seconded and duly 
carried by the convention. 


REV. PR: CHARLES KNEBEL, O.F.M. (San Francisco)— 


May we have further discussion on this subject of youth? 


MR. JAMES REILLY (San Francisco)—Yes, certainly, 
Father Charles. 


fae Veet CLARE S INE BEL. OUF MM (San ranciseo) == 
I do not know whether this belongs to the Committee on the 
Constitution or not. But there is one article in the Rule that 
presents the greatest difficulty when we wish to gain the 
younger members and that is the rule regarding dancing. I 
think it should be taken up seriously. 


MR. CHARLES ALBERT (Seattle)—Father Charles has 
undoubtedly touched upon a sore spot. I joined the Third 
Order twenty-one years ago, with the understanding that dan- 
gerous dances were prohibited. Subsequently we had a de- 
cision that “dances and dangerous plays” were prohibited. The 
decision was absolute and final. I cut out dancing. I would 
never have entered the Third Order if I had thought that dane- 
ing was prohibited. I entered another Province and became a 
Consultor and we discussed that matter in our Board meeting 
and the Director could not interpret it in that way. He gave 
a nice little lecture, not directly, but I knew whom he was talk- 
ing about. Just at present I am tripping the light fantastic at 
long intervals. One point that Dr. Hobrecht touched upon 
lightly at the close of his paper I think should bear emphasis. 
It is the point that there should not be that spirit that some 
of our Tertiaries, I am sorry to say, carry about with them. 
St. Francis was joyful above all else. If we are going to at- 
tract the youth we must put on a happy face and show that 
the pursuit of virtue does not mean that you must have a 
long face. As some one said, “A saint who is sad is a sad 
saint.” That is a rattling good motto for you to keep in mind 
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when you are trying to be a saint and dealing with the young. 
Young people are happy. God intended that they should be. 
And if you cannot mix goodness with happiness you cannot get 
the young. I am glad to say it was a revelation to me when Dr. 
Hobrecht referred to those Fraternities of youth in Europe and 
their activities. I remember at the national convention in Chi- 
cago, the differences of opinion between two spiritual directors. 
Both were very saintly men. It was very amusing to note the 
difference in ideas. One was a typical ascetic and the minute 
you mentioned an extraneous activity, whether of Boy Scouts 
or Camp Fire Girls outside of the actual church service or 
personal sanctification he objected and he did not fail to say 
so in good emphatic English. The other was willing that we 
should do everything we wanted that was not sinful in itself, 
as long as we did not forget the one principal thing,—per- 
sonal sanctification. Frankly, I believe the second man was 
right. If you are going to attract the young you must give 
them something to attract them. That the policy of long 
church services and many of them does not attract is a fact. 
We must mix in a little pleasure. And if we give something 
that tends to personal sanctification along with a little pleas- 
ure it is like taking castor oil in a little orange juice. I be- 
lieve that this is the way that we will get the young. If we 
could let them dance without violating the Rule, let them 
have dances. But for goodness sake let us have the dance 
properly supervised. Let the supervisors be not merely orna- 
mental. 


Then too, perhaps it might be dangerous but I am going to 
question the Bishop who said we must not be too hasty in ad- 
mitting candidates, that we should make them live the life for 
a few months before admitting them into the novitiate. What 
is the novitiate for? If they meet the least obstacle they are 
going to quit. I think the novice master and the novice mis- 
tress should function. And when we get a boy or girl who 
wants to make the attempt, and of course they want to under- 
stand before they enter the novitiate that if they find the life 
is not suitable they can leave. In the case of the sacrament 
of Matrimony, if you go into that with the idea that if you 
don’t get along you can separate, the next thing is a divorce. 
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But as Catholics we go into it with the idea that “we have gone 
and done it for better or for worse”. We have to get along. 
So if you give him a chance to try, the novitiate is the place 
to try. There are places where Junior branches can be formed. 
We do not have to act as Tertiaries. But when we see any 
good project, let’s interest ourselves in it. Where our Frater- 
nities are weak we can always support any activity for the 
benefit of the young people. There is a question whether we 
can provide all those Y.M.C.A. facilities. But I really, believe 
that we misinterpret the ideals of our young people. They do 
not always demand an awful lot. You take the average boy 
or girl. They must have a little pleasure. They are perfectly 
willing to take it under adult supervision if it is discreet. But 
they demand a little interest and the supervisor must have a 
youthful heart. I never realized that so well as I have in the 
last two or three years. I am not boasting for I was not re- 
sponsible for this. But a Young Men’s Society was organized 
in a parish in Seattle. The “Crusaders” they were called. There 
is not a thing in that parish to attract and hold these boys to- 
gether. There is not a gymnasium. There is nothing. But 
they decided they wanted to have a Young Men’s Club. They 
wanted to get together and have a little fun. The priests en- 
couraged them but there were no special facilities such as the 
Y.M.C.A. offers. But one of the young priests helped them 
to get up a ritual, with three degrees, not an elaborate ritual 
but one that teaches a lesson. Then of course they brought in a 
little horse play. What do they do? They do the ushering. 
They take up the money. There had been a church committee, 
all white-haired and bald-headed. They were so slow in making 
change that half the people got by without paying their seat 
money. After six months the old goats (the ladies used to call 
them) wanted to give over the whole thing. That organiza- 
tion is doing a work in the Church. It is a fine organization 
for Tertiary Franciscans. They have a little pleasure and they 
have their meetings and serve refreshments. But I cannot see, 
honestly, what attracts them and holds them together. Yet 
they are a power in the parish. So it shows that we can hold 
our young men together without these attractions. They have 
selected their own adult supervisors. I think we can learn a 
little lesson from them. 
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MR. JAMES H. REILLY (San Francisco)—I would sug- 
gest that we postpone any further discussion until this after- 
noon for we have one more paper to be read. I now have the 
pleasure of introducing to you Mr. A. J. Adams of Sacramento 
who will speak to you on The Third Order and Social Reform. 


MR. A. J. ADAMS (Sacramento)—When a visitor is invited 
to your home for a party it is not right for you to say anything 
about the party but it does not prevent a visitor from saying 
what he thinks the party is worth. I have been invited to this 
convention and I have been very much impressed with the spirit 
and the atmosphere that surrounds the whole thing. It is differ- 
ent from other conventions. At most conventions the time is 
consumed in social functions and gatherings. But we seem 
to be here for a serious purpose. There have been many things 
that interested me very much. Dr. Hobrecht’s paper interested 
me very much indeed. And I want to compliment those who 
had charge of the convention. People who come to a conven- 
tion do not always realize that it means a vast amount of work. 
I want to say too what a beautiful church you have. It is so 
lovely I do not see why a person could not sit in the dark there 
and make a retreat. In Sacramento we also have a beautiful 
church. And we also have a fine parish. I daresay that I 
could fill this whole hall with our Catholic boys and girls. But 
what we need in the Catholic Church among the laity is social 
workers. 


THE THIRD ORDER AND SOCIAL REFORM 


Mr. A. J. Adams 
(Sacramento, Calif.) 


In presenting a paper on the influence of the Third Order of 
St. Francis towards social reform, little time need be taken to 
prove that the Third Order was instituted to better the social 
conditions of mankind and that it continues to exercise a power 
for social reform at the present day. We have the solemn dec- 
larations of the recent Popes of the Church, men of far-reach- 
ing knowledge of human affairs, to assure us that such is an un- 
deniable fact. 


Pope Leo XIII solemnly declared: “My Program of social 
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reform is the Third Order.” His successor, Pope Pius X has 
said: “The Rule of the Third Order is wonderfully adapted to 
modern needs”. Pope Benedict XV gives the reason why the 
Third Order must ever retain its place in social reform when 
he says: “The Rule of the Third Order is naught else than the 
Gospel applied to every-day life.” And finally the present reign- 
ing Holy Father, Pius XI, points out the need of the Third 
Order at the present day, saying: ‘‘Plainly the seraphic virtues 
are not out of date at the present day when society is ablaze 
with the desire of wealth, and the flame of envy, while mutual 
confidence, character and olden simplicity, are so generally 
wanting.” These declarations of the Supreme Pontiffs point 
clearly to the Third Order as a great reform movement along 
social lines and we need no further proof of what the Church 
hopes to accomplish through the Third Order in this age. 


We live in an age of reform movements. So-called reformers 
are more numerous and active today than ever before. Reform 
is urged in political government, in property distribution, in 
wage standards, in family life, in the education of children, in 
charitable endeavors and in the pleasures and amusements that 
prevail. We are told what to eat and drink and what to wear, 
what not to do and what not to allow others to do. Nearly all 
of the social reform movements of today are based on an 
effort to force people to live according to the scatter-brain no- 
tions of self-appointed reformers who themselves do not know 
what they want to reform, and who want to reform again in 
a different way what they started out to reform before they 
began their own reforming. The reform ideas of modern re- 
formers are, for the most part mere utilitarian measures that 
whitewash the surface of society and leave the underlying rot- 
tenness untouched. The sad feature of modern reform programs 
is that they lack soul and spirit because they consider only 
the material side of man’s nature and overlook entirely the 
spiritual element in man which alone can lift him up to a higher 
plane of life. Social conditions can never be improved by mere 
natural means or through mere material measures. Disregard 
God and religion, ignore Christ and His Gospel, and you are 
building the social structure upon the sand of human frailty 
and human inconstancy, and a thousand social reforms will leave 
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the structure as weak and as unsteady as the foundation on 
which it is built. 


Every program of real social reform must be imbued with the 
spirit of religion and leavened with the teachings of Christ. As 
the acceptance of the teachings of Christ in the times of the 
Apostles renovated human society with a new social order, so 
also by the application of the Gospel of Christ, to the lives of 
the men and women of his time did St. Francis of Assisi in- 
augurate what is perhaps the most thorough and successful 
social reform since the conversion of the Nations to Chris- 
tianity. It was chiefly through the Third Order of St. Francis 
that this great reform movement of St. Francis found concrete 
expression and it is through the Third Order that the social 
problems of the present time will find adequate solution. 


In what, it may be asked, does the program of social reform 
of the Third Order consist? It is first and foremost a religious 
reform. Not that it implies a new religion or new manifesta- 
tion of religious truths but simply that it means a deeper and 
more intense application of the religious principles of Christ to 
the lives of men and women who make up human society. The 
Rule of the Third Order is, as Pope Benedict XV says: “Naught 
else but the Gospel applied to everyday life.” 


Most of the evil tendencies of modern society can be traced 
to a falling away from religious principles. With the abandon- 
ment of God and religion, and the consequent abandonment of 
religious responsibility and the moral code of Christian ethics, 
has come an ever increasing drift toward the things of the world 
and the things of the flesh. The mad pursuit of pleasure, char- 
acteristic of the youth of today, the insatiable greed for wealth, 
ending mostly in disappointment and dissatisfaction, the disre- 
spect for authority and the dislike for restraint of any kind, so 
noticeable in the present generation, the breaking up of the 
family and the laxity of home life, the waves of recklessness 
and lawlessness that are sweeping over the civilized world, 
what are these but so many indications that human society had 
broken away from the moorings of religious principles and 
drifted out into the unknown sea of confusion and disaster? 


Christian principles, if acted upon, are as capable of stem- 
ming the tide of disorder, mostly moral disorder, in this day 


Co 
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as they were potent in the days of the Apostles and again in 
the days of St. Francis. The great mistake of modern reform 
movements is that they imagine that they can substitute mere 
human measures for the divine remedies that have proved their 
worth through the succeeding ages of the Christian era. 


Applying the divine remedy of Christ’s Gospel to everyday 
life the Tertiary of today can bring about a real reform. Living 
according to the precepts of the Gospel, he can present a living 
example of the power of Christ’s teaching. The Tertiary who 
becomes, because of his rule of life, a better man or woman in 
everyday life, becomes also a force for social reform, simple 
in dress and manner, honest in business dealings, temperate in 
pleasure, content in worldly possessions, however meagre they 
be, bearing with constancy the burden of married and family 
life, charitable where charity is needed, peaceful under all cir- 
cumstances and, above all, sincere in the practice of his religion, 
the Tertiary is ever a corrective influence and an uplifting 
power that will eventually saturate the strata of human society 
with the salt of Christian principles to preserve it from moral 
corruption. - 


The religious reform of the Third Order is also a personal 
reform. Society can be no better and no worse than the men 
and women who make up its ranks. Degrade the individual 
and you degrade society. Reform the individual and you re- 
form society. St. Francis, like his Master, sought to reform 
not things, but men, not institutions but persons, not ideas 
but actions, not others but himself. His motto might have 
been “Let us be better and the world will be better.” His 
program of reform is expressed well in the advice one of his 
followers gave to a nobleman who took a pessimistic view of the 
social conditions of his time. That advice was: “My dear 
friend, have God’s law observed in your home, by example and 
authority, and if everyone does as much the world will be 
saved.” After all it is the individual that must reform himself 
if there is to be any reformation at all. Where the individual 
cannot be brought to higher ideals, society will ever remain 
what it is or grow worse. The reform movement in the Third 
Order lays particular stress on individual improvement and only 
through individual betterment does it hope to better society. 
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THE THIRD ORDER REFORM IS A CONSERVATIVE 
MOVEMENT 


The underlying principle of the Third Order is that the rich 
man should remain rich but consecrate his riches to the relief of 
the poor; that the poor man should remain poor, if necessary, 
yet make of his poverty a stepping stone toward the blessings 
that Christ promised to the poor in spirit; that the employer 
should remain an employer and still exercise justice and charity 
toward those in his employ; that those in authority should 
retain their place of authority only to respect the rights of 
those over whom they exercise authority; that those who are 
subject to authority should remain subject and show obedi- 
ence for God’s and conscience’s sake; that the workman should 
remain a workman but consecrate his work to higher motives. 
St. Francis did not urge the abolition of existing classes of 
society but he did insist that existing classes need not clash 
with one another; that everyone has his place and his responsi- 
bility in the design of God’s providence and that in shouldering’ 
that responsibility lies the hope of happiness in this life and of 
heaven in the-next. 

So also the Third Order stands not for an upsetting of the 
existing order of human society but for a betterment of condi- 
tions in society as it is now constituted. In other words its 
reform movement works from the inside outward rather than 
like so many modern reforms, from the outside inward. 

It seeks to preserve what is good and better what is bad in 
social conditions, and this through persuasion and charity rather 
than through agitation and violence. It is an all-embracing 
movement, considering all things that affect society and ready 
to lend a helping hand where there is work to be done and good 
to be accomplished. It is a quiet, humble, and, I might say, a 
hidden movement, not protesting where protestations are of no 
avail, but biding its time until its work from within shall break 
spontaneously to the surface in the results it must surely ac- 
complhish. 

Finally let me say a word on how this reform movement can 
be given greater momentum. Tertiaries the world over should 
interest themselves in social questions. They should stand ready 
to give personal attention to social work when called upon. In 
everything they do, they ought to let themselves be known as 


REPORT OF THE FIRST CONVENTION 5 


followers of St. Francis and as members of the Third Order. 
This will lead people who are Catholics to learn what the Third 
Order stands for. It will impress upon the non-Catholics the 
power of the supernatural motives and achievements. It will 
draw into the ranks of the Third Order those who perhaps need 
the Third Order most. 


Give me Tertiaries throughout the world who are imbued 
with the religious enthusiasm of crusaders in a great reform; 
give me young people who make the principles of the Third 
Order their own; give me especially men who are willing to 
carry the influence of the Third Order into the world with 
which they come in contact; give me Tertiaries who make the 
Rule of the Third Order the standard of their every day lives, 
and the Third Order will solve more social problems and better 
social conditions more effectually and more permanently than 
any other organization. More Tertiaries and better Tertiaries 
will bring about better social conditions for all ranks of human 
society. 


ae the reading of this paper, the convention adjourned un- 


PAROS oes oe 
2:00 Po MM: 


SECTIONAL MEETINGS 
Session for Men 


Rey. Fr, Augustine Hobrecht, O.F.M. called the meeting to 
order at 2:00 p.m. A short prayer followed. 

REMARKS BY REV. FR. AUGUSTINE—Brothers, this 
meeting I consider one of the most important of the entire con- 
vention. The very fact that we have just a few male delegates 
here present shows us the need of interesting more men in the 
Third Order. If you paid close attention to the discussions on 
the floor up to the present moment you will note that, after all, 
the men did most of the talking. You lead the convention in 
thought and in action. What we want to find out at this ses- 
sion reserved for men is, what special means shall we use to 
interest more of your sex in the Third Order. That it is de- 
sirable to have men in the Third Order we all know; that it is 
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necessary to have men in the Third Order we all know. The 
question is how can we get them interested and when they are 
interested enough to join us, you know the power that they 
will have. Men after all are the leaders. I am calling now on 
Mr. Charles Albert to give us his views on ways and means to 
draw the attention of our Catholic men to the Third Order. 


MR. CHARLES ALBERT (Seattle)—I have been thinking 
how unfortunate it was that we didn’t let Fr. Augustine talk 
on this subject instead of myself. He could have done so with 
more eloquence. However I am not going to apologize. It 
is not my choice that I am here. Nothing but a desire to make 
this, our first convention, a success could have induced me to 
accept this subject. There are a lot of things upon which I 
would have and could have spoken, as one having authority, 
but I don’t think it would be possible to select a subject upon 
which I know less than this one. I could take half an hour 
of your time and dwell upon the wonderful activities of the 
great Ozanam, founder of one of the greatest charitable organ- 
ization that the world has ever seen; or I might speak of Leon 
Hammell, the outstanding Tertiary employer of France, whose 
treatment of his employees is an example to the modern capital- 
ist; or of Christopher Columbus, Dante, King Louis, and others. 


I am going to take about 15 minutes of your time today. I 
am not going to read you a paper because I have not had time 
to prepare it. I am just going to lead discussion. I want to 
send you gentlemen away realizing that there is a problem here. 
A problem that we have got to meet if the Third Order is 
going to be a success. Frankly, I cannot solve that problem. 
I want to discuss some of the possible solutions, and if I can 
succeed, to send you away thinking. 


What is the problem? It is just this, and you gentlemen know 
it, and every man and woman and director of the Third Order 
knows it, that our Third Order fraternities are sewing circles; 
women’s societies. Figures that the Commissary read yesterday, 
showed 31% of our members are men. During the past. year 
only 27% of those received were men. The number is de- 
creasing. But if 31% of your active members are men, have 
you 31% of those present at a Tertiary meeting? You have 
not. At our last meeting I counted the men and exactly 20% 
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of those present were men. That is too small a proportion to 
be worth while. 


Now, is there a remedy needed for this condition? Should 
we make any special effort to interest a man rather than a wo- 
man? I asked a woman this and she gave me rather a good 
answer. She said: “Yes, we should because the men need it 
for the good of their souls.” That is the first reason and the 
principal reason, because the men need it for the good of their 
souls. There is more of a reason than that, gentlemen. Leo 
XIII says that: “The Third Order is my social reform’, but 
the men are leaders and, if you haven’t the men in the Third 
Order, your social reform is going to stop before it starts. The 
world needs the Third Order men and I will tell you another 
thing, the Church needs the Third Order men. It needs them for 
the sincere service which is instilled by the Third Order. It 
needs them because the Tertiary does not count the cost of the 
love it gives to God. There are three reasons why the Third 
Order is necessary. First, the men need the Third Order; 
secondly the world needs the Third Order; and thirdly, the 
Church needs the Third Order. 


Why have we so few men Tertiaries in this country? Of 
course, the one big cause is ignorance. I will wager there are 
not 20% of our Catholic men who have any idea of what the 
Third Order is; 50% of them do not know there is such a thing 
in existence. Another reason, of course, is the lack of zeal, but 
the Third Order exists to produce Catholic zeal in Catholic men. 
Is it possible that the Third Order is not suited to modern con- 
ditions, modern life? I think that we can prove that it is. li 
the Third Order as now conducted should be unsuitable to 
modern conditions can it without a change in its fundamental 
principles and purposes be adapted to meet those modern con- 
ditions? 

Now what are the possible remedies? We have two prob- 
lems here, first to interest men, and secondly to hold their in- 
terest after enrolling them I cited ignorance as one of the 
prime reasons for the scarcity of men and this ignorance can 
be dispelled. It means publicity, it means the use of the press, 
the secular press, if possible. The Catholic press will respond 
if we don't ask them to do everything. 
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Wear your Third Order button. Many of you do not do it. 
There are thousands of ways in which you can spread the 
knowledge of the Third Order and remove that ignorance. The 
greatest power of all, gentlemen, is always the power of ex- 
ample. You will excuse me if I am personal, but I know of no 
better case of the power of good example. I joined the Third 
Order 25 hours after I knew that the Third Order was in exist- 
ence and I didn’t know what its obligations were, or anything 
about it when I joined it. I came in contact with two men who 
lived the life of the ordinary workingman, had big families, took 
an active interest in politics, and were saints. I first met them in 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. They were the first men who 
gave me the example of going on day by day without commit- 
ting mortal or even venial sins. Through close relation I had 
an opportunity to view the death of one of these men. He 
died a painful death, with heroic resignation. After his death 
one of his daughters mentioned incidentally that her father 
was a member of the Third Order and she must turn in his 
certificate to the Fraternity. The other friend of mine, was 
also a member of the Third Order, and it struck me at once 
that that was the secret of their saintliness and I immediately 
asked to be received. I said, “Father, I want to be enrolled.” 
He must have thought I was crazy because I admitted I didn’t 
know anything about it, but I was enrolled the next day. There 
is the power of example and I have never regretted it. 


Personal solicitation, of course, will always be our greatest 
means of getting men interested in the Third Order. We seldom 
ask our fellowman to join and the one reason is because we are 
not as diligent, nor as zealous as we ought to be. I don’t 
think I am different from the majority of you other men here 
today. How about the rank and file in your Fraternities? On 
that matter of personal solicitation Fr. Maximus of Chicago 
wrote an article in 1922. It is the best thing that has been 
written on the subject that I know of. Fr. Maximus makes 
the point that men are of different types. You have to consider 
the type of man you are appealing to in order to make an im- 
pression. I might read you a few points from this article: 


“We might make the following arbitrary classification of 
prospects: The busy man, the practical man, the man be- 
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longing to other organizations, the practical Catholic, the 
rank and file. 


No man needs the Third Order more than the man who 
is ‘too busy’. If he is a good man, tell him the Order needs 
good workers to accomplish its ends. If he is just fussy, 
or preoccupied, he needs the Order to give him the right 
balance. 


As to the man belonging to other organizations, if he is 
an enthusiastic worker, tell him the Third Order needs 
him,—he will like that. 


Tell the practical Catholic the Order will make him bet- 
ter. Good will is there, and the grace of God has a good 
foothold with this class of men. 


Do not assume that the rank and file of men and young 
men have the calling or the right to be just average; that 
to be a good Catholic means to have no very bad habits. 
They must have and cultivate good habits. The Third 
Order is a training school for good habits, for Christian per- 
fection.” 

I just gave you that selection to see the different methods of 
approach, but if a man.with sufficient judgment and experience 
in the Third Order could properly present its advantages to 
about fifty ordinary men that would make prospective good 
members, could give them Third Order literature, acquaint 
them with what the Order calls for, and then solicit them 
to join, it would be highly interesting if he would tabulate 
the results of that solicitation, the number that responded, 
the number that remained active Tertiaries and also the ex- 
cuses which those refusing to do so gave, and, as far as pos- 
sible, the validity of those excuses. That would be scientific 
investigation of this problem which is before us and I think it 
would be well worth while. 

Just one point more I might mention, | wonder if our Father 
confessors in the confessional couldn’t do a great deal to in- 
duce men to join the Third Order. I wonder if in advising 
their penitents there are not many times when they could ad- 
vise the penitent to strengthen his desire of amendment by 
joining such an organization as ours whose primary object is 


to make a specialty of the Christian life. I think it could be 
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done more than it is. I knew one that did it and he was very 
successful. 


Now in order to hold the interest of our members I wonder 
if we should embark upon any new methods. In this connection 
I want to quote to you what Pope Benedict XV has said: 


“Why should not the numerous and various associations 
of young people, or workmen, or women, existing every- 
where throughout the Catholic world, join the Third 
Orders 


That means only one thing, that the Holy Name Society, 
St. Vincent de Paul Society, and others, can, by adopting the 
Third Order Rule and by following that Rule become a frater- 
nity of the Third Order without losing its identity as a St. 
Vincent de Paul. That is my interpretation of it. I don’t know 
whether it is feasible in the United States today, but it is worth 
considering, and if that could be done certainly you could 
thereby solve the problem of holding the interest of the type 
of men that you want. It is often suggested that we should 
have more social features in our Third Order, keeping in mind 
the primary purpose of our Order, personal sanctification. It 
is surely possible occasionally to have a little social evening 
which would make us better acquainted with each other and, 
thereby introduce great interest among our members, but there 
is a great danger that we must consider, the danger of over- 
emphasis, or turning this into a social organization. That is 
something which we cannot, must not do. Aside from social 
functions I wonder if the organization of something in the na- 
ture of a study class among the men of our Fraternities would 
not be a means of holding the interest of those men. Suppose 
our Tertiary men would take up the question of the Christian 
solution of our social problem, would it be interesting to zealous 
Catholic men to have an association devoted to the discussion 
of the works of some of those outstanding Tertiaries such as 
Mr. Hammell that I just referred to? There is something, I 
believe, that would hold a great deal of interest. It is not a 
social feature exactly, yet with a combination of a little smoker 
might be a very agreeable affair for a Catholic man interested 
in the progress of his Church, and at the same time the progress 
of his country. One of the fundamental things of the Third 
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Order is its emphasis upon charity, and participation in charita- 
ble works such as are suitable to men might be a means of hold- 
ing them. You take men to church and say the prayers, and 
listen to a sermon, etc. Well, if he is very zealous he will join, 
but the average man does not. He likes to feel that he is ac- 
complishing something. You must give them something to 
do. They will respond if they are the right kind of men. 
But there is one danger. Let us not start competition with pre- 
viously existing charitable organizations. In other words, if 
our Fraternity, or any section of the Fraternity, is to consider 
any work like teaching the poor, or boys’ clubs, let them either 
enroll themselves as individual Tertiaries in those organiza- 
tions, or select a work which is being totally neglected by other 
organizations. 


I promised not to talk too long and I am still watching the 
clock. I am going to mention only one thing and I think it is 
one of importance. I refer to lay participation in the activities 
of the Third Order. Men distinctly dislike to be mere passive 
instruments. The insistence upon the lay people taking an 
active part in the government of their Fraternities, giving them 
something to do in the organization and see that they do it, is 
growing, and is promoting a greater interest on the part of 
the men; I am very glad to know that we had a thorough sup- 
port of our Provincial Superiors, when I mentioned this fact at 
the First National Convention. We have therefore, the approval 
of the widest type of lay participation, always remembering, 
of course, that we must preserve proper submission to the Ec- 
clesiastical authorities. Now, gentlemen, that is all that I 
have to say and I realize that I have said nothing, but I have 
tried to ask a lot of questions. You are going home to your 
Fraternities and ask those questions in return, and if the united 
thought of your helpers do not lead to some results the stuff 
that this organization is made of is pretty poor material. All 
that I have set out to do isto arouse you to a knowledge that 
we have a problem confronting us. 


MR. DONOVAN (San Francisco)—I want to ask one ques- 
tion and will be brief. Do I understand that Mr. Albert wants 
us to eliminate the women folks of the Third Order as a sep- 
arate Council? 
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REV. PR. AUGUSTINE HOBRECHT, OoF Mo (Santas Bane 


bara)—I am coming to that in my remarks. 


Gentlemen, I consider the address you have just listened to, 
an epoch made in the history of the Third Order. Mr. Albert 
has started something. He has dropped the pebble I spoke of 
into the water and I am sure that the ripples will soon set out. 
First of all let me say that you delegates here present should 
take it as a serious matter. We have not taken the Third Order 
seriously enough up to the present time. In fact, a remark 
was made when I was first appointed Commissary, “You seem 
to be taking this very seriously.” The implication was that the 
Third Order was rather a joke anyway; why take it so seri- 
ously. We have gotten away from the joke period. We are 
down to hard facts. Report to your Fraternities what you have 
heard here this afternoon, get a printed copy of it, use it, bring 
it to the attention of your Directors without any feeling of 
bashfulness. 


So far as the suggestion of study clubs is concerned, they 
have already begun in certain sections of the country. St. Louis, 
Missouri, has made the start. They have instituted certain 
periodical circles and study clubs of Tertiary members on mat- 
ters of interest to thinking men of the day. I believe this mat- 
ter of study clubs should be included in our resolutions. 


As for the other suggestions which Mr. Albert made, namely, 
getting our publicity into the press, the secular press and the 
Diocesan press. Both is possible. In our own little city of 
Santa Barbara there is never a time that it is not given good 
space. Moreover, when we do that we are sure to have results. 

So far as group segregation of Tertiary Brothers and Ter- 
tiary Sisters is concerned, just recently I read a notice on 
how the Third Order is conducted in Canada. There the rule 
seems to be, men have their own Fraternity. Before we do 
that we must have more men to work with, of course. It will 
also be a means of getting more men. 


So far as social activities are concerned—I want to tell you 
just a little experience from our Fraternity in Santa Barbara. 
I took the Directorship of this Fraternity two years ago. I 
found that the Third Order was rather, dormant, that the mem- 
bers didn’t know each other, had never met each other. We 
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made two attempts since that time to get the Third Order to- 
gether and in a very dignified manner without going into amuse- 
ment attractions. We instituted a pilgrimage, or picnic to 
Santa Inez Mission, 50 miles away, and we had a delightful 
day and the Tertiaries learned to know each other and voted it 
one of the red letter days in the history of the Fraternity. We 
had another delightful time recently. The remark was made 
to me by your Most Reverend Archbishop, when I spoke to 
him of instituting the Third Order in his seminary in Menlo 
Park, permission which he gave me: “Father, keep the Third 
Order in the Church.” He said we have so many Catholic 
societies at the present time who only function outside of the 
Church. This is precisely the sore spot in many of our Cath- 
olic organizations at the present time. They will attend meet- 
ings only when the organization gives them social entertain- 
ment. Let us harken to the admonition of our good Archbishop. 
Loyal obedience to our ecclesiastical authorities is the source 
of our maintenance. We cannot exist without it. We must 
remain loyal children of the Church at all times in imitation 
of our Holy Founder and I believe that this present convention 
has already proven that there is a possibility of harmonious co- 
operation between the layman and the priest. 


MR. MEYBOHM (Los Angeles)—The talk that Mr. Albert 
gave was very good, I must say, and I am glad that I came 
here to to hear all these talks, and I want to give you my idea 
of getting more men in the Third Order. We in Los Angeles 
of late, not before, after our meetings in church, go over in 
the school hall and have a cup of coffee and a little piece of 
cake or doughnuts. Well, you might say, that brings the wo- 
men over. But men, let’s try and get something and bring 
the men over there. I am a member of the St.. Vincent de Paul 
Society. I am also a member of the Holy Name Society, but 
the main society that I belong to is the Third Order of St. 
Francis. I wear that button right along every day. I am not 
ashamed of it. I am not ashamed of going out here in San 
Francisco with these two badges on my coat. As to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, these men come together every quar- 
ter. All of the 42 conferences come together for their quar- 
terly meeting. Our quarterly meeting, gentlemen, I can assure 
you is something that has brought more men to the St. Vincent 
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de Paul Society in Los Angeles than any other thing that the 
St. Vincent. de Paul in Los Angeles is doing. We go to Holy 
Communion and the priests of the parishes are eager to get us 
to come there to set an example to the other men of their par- 
ishes. That is one thing we should consider too, I believe. I 
think it should be possible for the men to come together once a 
quarter to talk over other things. 


MR. McINERNEY (San Francisco)—As Mr. Albert said, 
one of the main reasons why we cannot get men into the Third 
Order is ignorance. That is my personal experience. I didn’t 
know of the Third Order and, unfortunately for myself, I re- 
mained outside for many years. I walked into St. Boniface 
Church one Sunday afternoon as the Third Order was in ses- 
sion and listened to the good father and said to myself, “that is 
what I want” and joined. We men should give the Third Order 
more publicity in our offices, in other societies, sodalities, etc. 


There is one thing we have got to overcome in ev ery com- 
munity and that is the misunderstanding on the part_of the 
secular priest. I have always said and ie aes will say that 
a good Tertiary will make a good parishioner. Our activities 
as Tertiaries in the various churches wherever. we go influence 
everybody. In my parish you can go around in the mornings 
at daily Mass and find that 25 out a the 26 or 27 present are 
Tertiaries from this Fraternity. That proves that if we can 
go to our parish priests and make them understand that these 
men and women are Tertiaries of St. Francis they will realize 
that the Third Order is something of good in the parish. Im- 
pregnate the parish priest with the idea of the Third Order and 
we will get many more members, 


Coming to charitable activities, in our Fraternity we make 
regular visits to the poor of the Relief Home. This is some- 
thing that is interesting particularly our men. They go out 
to the Relief Home once a month and visit the sick, going from 
bed to bed with the result that we not only have brought cheer 
to the sick but have interested and brought into our Order 
a number of nurses. Nearly every Catholic nurse in the Relief 
Home has joined our Fraternity through our activities in the 
Poor House. We have also taken into our Order many of those 
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poor souls that have been neglected and today the only cheer 
that they have is our monthly visit. 


The wearing of the Third Order emblem is another means 
of publicity. I wear my emblem wherever I go. You would 
be surprised to hear the questions that are asked about it. The 
good that this little badge brings is surprising. My boss—when 
I first went to work for him was the foulest-mouthed person 
that I ever listened to and sometimes it was hard to work with 
him. He asked me what this pin was. And when I told him 
what it stood for he was immediately impressed. You would 
be surprised what influence this pin had. While I am around 
he will refrain from filthy language. 


DR. CHARLES B. HOBRECHT (San Francisco)—The 
speaker today made two statements that are untrue. He said 
that he knew nothing about his subject and, when he finished, 
he said he had said nothing. These are two misstatements of 
facts. 

He did say this, and I think that too, men do not wish to be 
mere passive instruments. He remarked in the beginning that 
our Fraternities are sewing circles. The practical suggestion 
I think is that we separate the men from the women and 
separate them as soon as possible and you will find more men 
at your meetings in- your separate Fraternities. 


SECTIONAL MEETINGS 
Session for Women 


HELO oO ESDAY AbTERNOON. 2) BoM: 
OCTOBER 13th, 1925 


Rev. Fr. Martin Knauff, O. F. M., called the meeting to order 
at 2:00 p.m. A short prayer followed. 


Remarks by Rev. Fr. Martin 
REV. FR. MARTIN, O. F. M.—Dear Ladies of the Third 
Order of St. Francis, let us hold this meeting in honor of the 
Immaculate Mother of God. The Immaculate Mother, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, has ever been and ever will be the patron- 
ess of the Franciscan Order and consequently of the Third 
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Order of St. Francis. We have always looked up to her as our 
patroness and we are proud of being her children. No doubt 
the convention thus far has been an experience to you. It has 
been an inspiration to me, I must assure you. The wonderful 
ceremonies in the church, the meeting yesterday afternoon, the 
mass meeting yesterday evening,—surely these were an inspira- 
tion to us. It has not been a matter of mere talk. We have 
also done some work for God. And since the majority of the 
members of the Third Order the world over are of your sex 
(we always have trouble with the men), naturally the women 
deserve great credit. Some speaker at the meeting made the 
remark that we don’t have to go after the ladies. I don’t agree 
with him. I think we ‘have to go after the ladies. But as a 
rule the ladies are more tractable and more given to spirit- 
uality and more given to the spirit of St. Francis and the spirit 
of the Third Order. So let us this afternoon get down to work 
and let us endeavor to make this meeting one of real value, 
one that will bear fruit for the future. 


HAS THE THIRD ORDER ANYTHING TO OFFER OUR 
CATHOLIC GIRLS? 


Ellen F. Ord 


Reverend Father, 
Dear Sister Tertiaries, 
Friends: 

In approaching the question as to whether the Third Order 
has anything to offer our young girls, I take for granted that all 
of us recognize that while this is an age of extravagance and 
license, it is also an age of lay workers in the social field. 


Going on the theory that a real need leads to activity in the 
direction of satisfying that need, I found it necessary to ask a 
few questions as to what young girls seemed to require in order 
to bring out what the Third Order had to offer these young 
people. Hence these questions came to mind. What did I 
think the young girls needed most? What did people in dif- 
ferent walks of life feel that our young girls needed most? 
What did the young girls themselves feel they needed? 


When I considered these questions in the light of the Rule 
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I realized how true it is that we are living in a social age sim- 
ilar to that in which our Holy Father Saint Francis lived; an 
age of prosperity amongst certain classes, an age of pleasure- 
seeking, an age of extravagance, withal an age in which some of 
the young people were not finding complete satisfaction in the 
things of this world. Saint Francis felt the need for better 
and higher things, and thousands of young men and women 
have followed his example by entering the First and Second 
Orders of St. Francis. That all were not called to the strict 
life of the first two Orders was evident; just as our Divine Lord 
did not call all to be his Apostles and to leave father, mother 
and everything; some were to remain at home as a leaven in 
society. 

So also Saint Francis, the perfect model of our Divine Lord, 
provided for those who were not to find their happiness in the 
first two Orders and hence we have the Third Order Secular. 
A real Order with but few obligations beyond the ordinary re- 
quirements of the Church, yet it offers to its members mutual 
encouragement and provides an elastic rule capable of making 
Saints and at the same time furnishes a haven for weak, pen- 
itent souls. How this is possible we will see by a brief review 
of the Rule. (Here the speaker quoted the Rule of the Third 
Order. ) 


The Rule does not make heavy demands, but merely expects 
us to live up to the laws of God and the Church, and at the 
same time provides us with an ideal rule of life which, if fol- 
lowed, will prevent us from falling into sin, and yet leaves room 
for the fervent soul to climb high in the path of virtue. 


Now we will go back to the question as to what do our young 
girls need and see how the Third Order offers a means of satis- 
fying these needs. I feel the present day girls need an under- 
standing of the real meaning of prayer—the lifting of the mind 
and heart to God—chiefly mental prayer. 


Our young people do not think. They do not consider things 
in their hearts. This very lack of thought is the danger of the 
age; it leads to every kind of excess and superficiality. As 
Holy Scripture says: “With desolation the world is made deso- 
‘late, because there is no man who thinketh in his heart.” To 
meet this need the Third Order offers its members the choice 
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of reading the Divine Office or of -saying the Little Office of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary or the twelve Our Fathers, Hail Marys 
and Glorys. Besides these, the time of novitiate offers the de- 
sirable training in prayer and gives the background for future 
advance in the spiritual life according to the fervor of the mem- 
bers. 


The superficial butterfly who thinks only of a good time, 
pretty clothes and the like may some day lose what she can 
never regain and may even sacrifice her soul if she has not 
somewhere in her life learned to lift her mind and heart to God. 
Recently a group of girls in a boarding school became inter- 
ested in conducting evening prayers — meditative evening 
prayers. At another time a group in the same school made 
what they called a “sunrise service” which consisted of reading 
a few verses of Holy Scripture and meditating on them. 


Always, if approached in the right way, girls will gladly take 
up prayer. The monthly confession of Rule provides a means 
for individual training and meditation. This is a means open 
to every Director and is certain to bear fruit. It has been neg- 
lected, and hence our age of superficiality. Daily Mass and the 
use of the Missal, as Reverend Fr. Augustine recommended in 
his talk, are to be encouraged. Preparation for and after Com- 
munion afford time for prayer when the Divine Guest is with 
us, a time when we can talk to Our Lord and Our Blessed 
Mother. 


A priest when asked what was needed for our young people 
said: “Training in self-restraint.” Do our girls feel this need? 
I doubt it. The trouble begins with the parents who fail to 
exact obedience and neglect to train the child in little things. 
Hence the child grows up, unrestrained. 


To meet this need, the Third Order prescribes peaceable dis- 
position and tried obedience as a qualification for membership, 
It requires selfdenial in the matter of reading and amuse- 
ments, frugality in eating, and the rule of moderation as to 
dress. Our Holy Father in this year of the Jubilee has taken 
a stand on indecent dress—has refused to receive women who 
are not dressed properly. You know how often you have seen 
young girls in the street cars bent on reading magazines of 
the lowest moral type, calculated to inflame the passions and 
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to deprave the reader. <A salacious moving picture will have 
a large percentage of young girls in the audience. Our records 
show a rapid increase in the number of unmarried mothers 
under twenty-one. 


One High School alone of the San Francisco Bay region on 
very good authority was said to have had forty girls who could 
not finish the school year because they had to go into confine- 
ment. The depraved places of amusement and the utter want 
of self-restraint backed by the lack of the spirit of prayer has 
brought this about. 


The number of divorces and remarriages of women brought 
up as Catholic and Convent girls is steadily increasing. A 
want of self-restraint and love of the Church is back of this, 
together with superficiality and the desire for pretty clothes 
to wear, and no children to hinder a good time. 


Could these restraints of Rule be made attractive to our 
young people so that they would not chafe under them? 
I think they could—but it goes back to prayer through which 
they come to a realization that a want of self-restraint will 
eventually bring its own punishment here and hereafter, that 
the girl who succeeds. is the girl who is master of her own 
destiny. All of these things could be brought home to the 
young girl through sermons. 


A young woman who had seen the shady side of life con- 
fided to me that other girls had chided her for her poor clothes. 
She protested she could not afford better, but they laughed and 
told her the means were before her on the street. She con- 
tracted a loathsome disease which destroyed her sight; but she 
said she was happier blind than she had been before, because 
she had begun to see life in the true light after she turned to 
God in prayer. She was not a Catholic, but our juvenile rec- 
ords show us that our girls are as lacking in stability as other 
girls. We are our neighbors’ keepers. We must try to help 
them. 


I would almost be willing to say that most of our trouble 
today with people dropping their faith is due to just this lack 
of self-restraint. The Church demands self-restraint of her 
children and when they do not comply with this requirement 
they just drop out of the fold. The two great social questions 
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of our day, remarriage after divorce and birth control, are 
purely questions of self-restraint versus licence. A prominent 
Protestant educator of this state once said that the Church was 
the greatest friend this country had. He was right. But we 
fail the country if we do not keep our young people true to the 
principles of the Church by strengthening their moral resist- 
ance to temptation, by inculcating self-restraint. 


The proper kind of association which develops and strength- 
ens self-restraint can be offered the young people in social 
activities of the Order and in social service work done by 
members. If a proper sphere of recreation is not furnished our 
young people, they will seek it elsewhere and perhaps in very 
undesirable society. Properly conducted dances are a splendid 
source of wholesome amusement and good training in self- 
restraint. The Rule forbids all dangerous stage plays and 
dances, which when taken literally means all dangerous dances, 
but includes proper dances and proper plays. As to judging 
what is a dangerous dance :— 


Some dances by their very nature are dangerous in that they 
are unquestionably obscene. The ordinary decent dancing 
party does not permit such dancing and, if in the case of some 
individuals any kind of mixed dance becomes dangerous, then 
that person is bound in conscience, whether a member of the 
Third Order or not, to avoid such an occasion. If, however, 
you do not provide the kind of dancing which is harmless, 
they are going to places where the other kind is found. This 
I know is a debated question, so I will quote an extract which 
appeared in the Tidings of 1916 on this subject. 


eWoll, Il THE TIDINGS Nigne2 7 
Sunday, October 22, 1916 


St. Boniface Church, San Francisco 
Third Order of Saint Francis, 

‘Question and Answer’ 
Copied from Saint Anthony’s Messenger 


Question:—May I, as a member of the Third Order of St 
Francis, attend dances in our parish hall? 
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Answer :— The Rule of the Third Order does not forbid dan- 
cing. It cautions against dangerous dances and 
these are not supposed to take place in parish halls. 
Circumstances may at times require your presence 
at a dance; good fellowship, spreading of good 
cheer, companionship, are some few reasons for 
taking part in social gatherings. 


In such cases the very fact that you are a child 
of St. Francis will have you dance neatly and prop- 
erly and thus show others how to take part in 
worldly amusements in a real Christian manner. 
Such conduct will never do any harm to the spirit 
of the Third Order nor discredit it; on the con- 
trary, it will have the Order loved and admired by 
all well-meaning Catholics.” 


A nun of wide experience with young girls said she felt that 
the greatest need of our young girls was a better knowledge of 
Church History and more adequate catechetical instruction. 
She found a deplorablé ignorance of Church History existed in 
the laity, and that this ignorance often led young girls away 
from the true Church. Because, when they were confronted by 
facts, as they were, and novel philosophies calculated to under- 
mine Christian as well as Catholic belief, they felt that true 
facts had been withheld from them and fanciful stories had been 
given in place of facts, a skeptical state of mind was the result. 
The Rule provides a means to meet this need in the novitiate. 
However, such a study could be taken up in Study Clubs with 
the idea of defending the Church and the possible introduction 
of lay preachers in the coming years, such_as England already 
has. Classes could be trained to go out as lay teachers in the 
inadequately supplied Sunday Schools. A call is being sent out 
augone present time for these by the N. ©, W, C., who are spon- 
soring a Christian Doctrine League in the Archdiocese. We 
could co-operate in this work. 


A mother of three girls and one boy, all settled in life, felt 
the young people needed to be given something to do in the 
Church as “responsibility and activity beget interest.” She 
offered many good suggestions and the Rule provides means for 
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these activities, such as visiting the sick, caring for the altar, 
holding the offices of the Order, etc. 


Very often I have heard Catholic young women wish they 
had a better knowledge and appreciation of the Bible. Cer- 
tainly we do too little in this direction and this, like the other 
subjects mentioned, could be taken up in study Ciabs. ak 
young girl now in College said she felt that our young girls 
needed a better appreciation of the value of money, especially 
in the matter of buying clothes. She cited cases where working 
girls she knew bought clothes far beyond their means. Yes! 
And this may lead them later to seek the so-called easy way to 
pay for them. The dangers of this credit buying for girls can 
not be over-emphasized. The Rule of the Third Order gives a 
remedy—“refrain from excessive cost and elegance in dress and 
the observance of the rule of moderation”—moderation in every- 
thing. It is a term hardly understood in this age of fads and 
fancies; we have too much moderation among people in reli- 
gious matters and not enough in worldly things. The need for 
moderation in dress does not have to be discussed here. 


Iam sure you are frequently shocked by the display young 
girls make of themselves. You wonder how they can do so 
without a blush. Yet has it ever struck you when you saw a 
little girl just able to walk gracefully and not yet able to talk, 
dressed in two very thin and abbreviated upper garments with 
sox and slippers on her little feet and the greater part of her 
limbs exposed, that she would not blush either when she grew 
up and put on a sleek tight dress which outlined the rest of her 
figure? 

She would never stop to think what others might think about 
such a dress nor what the effect of such a dress would be on 
the souls of others. Modesty in women is said to be an in- 
stinet. It can be killed before it blooms. The evil of much of 
the obscene dressing of today, I think, is due to the worldly 
women who think more of keeping their children dressed in 
style than in keeping a safeguard over the beautiful virtues of 
modesty and purity. 

We must try to train the future mothers in moderation in 
this question of dress if we do not expect to meet with even 
more pagan sensuality in the next generation. The styles are 
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varied enough for us to pick out becoming clothes that are 
bright and cheerful and that are in keeping with our state in 
life, without following the fashions of women of the underworld. 
or trying to keep up with the elegance of the very wealthy. 
Indeed, it has been my experience that the very wealthy who 
have been accustomed to money all their lives do not dress in 
the extreme of styles. In fact they do not pay much attention 
to dress. Over-dressing is an open confession of the inferiority 
complex showing itself, in trying to cover up some deficiency 
by expensive clothes. “So others will think I am something 
that iam not.” 


Another girl thought the young women needed more associa- 
tion with Catholic young men, such as Protestant churches pro- 
vide for. I had a young girl tell me she left the Church be- 
cause she liked the way Protestants did things. They do have 
better methods in many things; but it is the truth that makes 
the difference, not the methods—‘“‘For the children of the world 
are wiser in their generation than the children of light.” 


The Third Order is a mixed Order. This our Reverend Fr. 
Provincial brought out forcibly in his talk. It is made up of 
men and women from every walk of life associated together for 
the spiritual advancement of all. It is as all-embracing as the 
Church, taking in the rich and the poor, the saint and the sinner. 
Hence we see association with the young men of the Order can 
be had through the social gatherings in the Study Clubs. How- 
ever, from the trend of yesterday’s meeting this convention may 
advocate separate Fraternities for men and women. 


In going back to the statement that a real need leads to ac- 
tivity in the direction of satisfying that need, you will see I 
have stated some of the things necessary for our young girls, 
and we have seen that the Third Order Secular furnishes us 
with ways and means to meet these needs. 

In other words, it provides a Rule of Lite and sets an ideal 
Christian life before us. Now our great problem is to get the 
young men and women into the Third Order. “Get them inter- 
ested” was what the mother of a family said. 


Here are some of the possible ways of interesting them: 


1. Dramatic Clubs for the Third Order Members.—This is a 
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truly evangelical work if the manuscripts in the possession of 
the Church could be produced and studied by our young people. 
“The Church is the mother of drama.” “The greatest drama of 
all times is the Mystical Drama of the Mass,” said one of the 
greatest literary critics of this country in a lecture delivered to 
Summer School Students of the University of California. This 
our separated brethren realize; we have a storehouse of master- 
ful dramas and so they are searching our archives for these 
works, which they present to the public. We should be doing 
this ourselves. We can interpret these intelligently—very few 
of them can. They do not understand our faith and hence often 
miss many of the most beautiful lessons in the dramas. The 
benefit of actors taking part in such plays is inestimable, and 
it is a real missionary work to present them. 


2. Musical Clubs.—The Bishop of San Antonio, when dedi- 
cating a little church on the Mexican border, said: “This is the 
house of God and the home of your soul.” Music is the lan- 
guage of the soul. The Church uses it as such, and hence is the 
mother of the greatest musical compositions. Community sing- 
ing brings souls into closer union, It was interesting to note 
in the general report given by Reverend Fr. Augustine that 
where congregational singing was prevalent the membership 
was large. The development of music clubs could be a great 
source of strength in the Junior Branch, if the masterpieces of 
church music were studied and produced publicly. 


3. Social Gatherings With Dancing.—These could be ar- 
ranged with proper Patrons and Patronesses for the occasion, 
However, this should not become the real activity as it seems 
to have become in many Young Ladies’ Sodalities. It should 
be on equal terms with the other activities of the Order, even 
though dancing parties are not advertised as such—the Conven- 
tion seems to disapprove of this. 


4. Bible Study.—This could be taken up by those who de- 
See kes 

5. Radio Programs.—These could be planned to embrace the 
various activities of the Third Order. The Radio is the greatest 
means of breaking down prejudice, building up faith, teaching 
the ignorant Catholics and non-Catholics alike. 
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Our Divine Master used the means of His time to bring His 
teaching before the people. Let us follow His footsteps. There 
has been some opposition from Catholics to the using of the 
radio for Church purposes and much of this comes from the 
clergy. I think this is due to their fear that some people may 
think they fulfil the law of the Church when they hear Mass by 
radio. 


At the beginning and the ending of the broadcasting of a 
religious service an announcement could be made stating the 
necessity of corporal assistance at Mass, as a member of the 
congregation before the Altar. This would obviate all mis- 
understanding. 


6. Social Service Work.—This consists in visiting the sick, 
the aged, the blind, conducting Sunday School Classes, ete. 
It should be undertaken by the Junior Branch. 


We have all found that membership in the Third Order has 
given us a feeling of strength in the united prayers of our Fra- 
ternity. We have derived encouragement and right views of 
life from the admonitions and instructions of our Directors. 
Let these things be, known to the young people you know. 
Let them know as you know the truth of the saying: “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His justice and all things else 
shall be added unto you.” 


Conclusion 


This paper is valueless if it has not awakened thoughts as to 
how we are to get the young people into the Third Order. It 
must be evident to you as it is to me, that our young people are 
drifting away from the Church in this age of license just as 
they were in the age of Saint Francis. You see how he pro- 
vided for needs of the times and how his provisions now meet 
the needs of our time. 

The Great Holy Father, Pope Leo XIII, saw this age of 
license coming upon us and he offered the Third Order as a 
solution to the trouble. Europe has begun to enroll the young 
people—let us not be less active. The question is, how shall we 
get an organization of young people here in this city of Saint 
Francis and in every Franciscan center enrolled in his Third 
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Order—to live the lives they are living but to live them more 
abundantly, more joyfully in the service of God and for the 
service of the neighbor. Make them see that such a life brings 
joy to the soul. 


Here and now let us make a beginning. Try to organize a 
Junior Branch of the Third Order with its own officers, its own 
meetings, its own socials, including any or all of the suggested 
sections of Dramatics, Music, Social Service, various Study 
Clubs, and a Radio Committee of arrangements, with dancing 
as an auxiliary to some of the gatherings. The next question 
is, how is such a branch to be established? Shall we organize 
now or shall we publish a mass meeting in the Catholic Jour- 
nals of the city and send notices to the Catholic Young People’s 
Club of the city, telling of the Movement for a Junior Branch? 
Have this mass meeting announced from the pulpits in all of 
the parishes, send out speakers to bring the Junior Branch 
before the young people and regularly organize at the mass 
meeting. 


I beg for discussion of any and all points considered in this 
paper. 


FR. MARTIN: I am more than surprised and more than 
pleased to see that our lay people have taken up this matter in 
such an intelligent way and are offering suggestions how we 
may in future conduct the Third Order and so as to bring many 
into this grand Order of the Church. Prayer! That is truly 
necessary. Above all, for our young people. Also for our 
growing girls and our young ladies. There are many who pray 
and many, by far many more, who do not. And in regard to 
meditation, there are very few of them that practice this form 
of prayer, especially among our young. And, therefore. the 
land is desolate as the prophet said. Then that question about 
dancing which came up this morning. In fact the Fathers 
were talking about it this morning. The young have to dance. 
But there are dances and dances. Many are bad. I don’t know 
whether there are any very good. Some may be indifferent. 

But we have always explained it here on the coast that 
dangerous dances and dangerous amusements are forbidden. 
Wherever it is question of any thing indifferent, there is no 
reason why we should forbid that. Then there is the question 
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of dress. Young girls buy dresses on credit, and buy beyond 
their means.. Why don’t they learn to sew? This is no joke. 
My sister, when she was married, made her own wedding dress. 
It was a very beautiful one, too, for I was there and saw it. 
In regard to style, we don’t have to go to one extreme like the 
women of the streets, yet we don’t have to wear dresses that 
were in style in the time of Christopher Columbus either. The 
problem of interesting the young people was brought up this 
morning and it was decided not to be too hasty with regard to 
the matter. What was decided this morning was, that the Pro- 
vincial Board will send out a letter to all the Directors—I sup- 
pose a sort of a questionnaire, with instructions to report to the 
Board within three months. I suppose that would necessitate 
a special meeting. The thing is not to be too hasty nor wait 
too long either. 


MISS ORD: The question I tried to bring out in regard to 
the dress was not that the girls should wear something somber 
and dark. I have no objection to bright dresses. But it is 
dressing beyond their means. You find this is a temptation. 
Not only must it be loud, but it must be elaborate. A girl must 
have a $250.00 fur coat just because someone else has it. We 
should bring that idea before the young people. Let their 
clothes be light and gay. But in keeping. And as Father says, 
let them learn to sew. There are many night schools where 
girls can learn to sew. I went myself. Keeping within their 
means is the idea that I want to bring out. 


MRS. POWERS (Santa Barbara)—Miss Ord made the 
statement that a dance should not be given under the name of 
the Third Order. Now our non-Catholic people have an amaz- 
ing faculty for facing facts, more than we have, though we are 
more theoretical and more spiritual. But if we face facts and 
admit that our children are soft and given to pleasure,—St. 
Francis was a joyous soul, a happy soul, and if we present the 
Third Order to the young people in a joyous garb it is going to 
break down a great deal of the difficulty with many of us. 
Now, is there any reason why we could not give a dance under 
the name of the Third Order? 


MISS ORD: Father thought it could not be done because 
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of the conservative element in the Third Order. He did not 
think it was because it could not possibly be carried out. 


MRS. POWERS: In reference to the need for more spirit- 
uality in our young people, I would call your attention to a 
telegram that was sent to us recently at a gathering in one of 
our Women’s Club meetings by a convention of Police Officers: 

“Chiefs of Police in counsel assembled call on our women to 
help reintroduce religion into the lives of the young people, as 
this is the only way we can hope to check the prevalent crime- 
wave among the youth of our country.” 


THIRD GENERAL SESSION 
3:30 P. M., Monday, October 12, 1925 


This session was called to order by Mr, James H. Reilly 
Miss Kearns made report of the Ladies’ sectional meeting. 


FR. COMMISSARY gave a brief summary of the discussions 
in the sectional meeting for men. 


FR. BERNARDINE: (Reporting salient points of the Di- 
rectors’ meeting) Fr. James from Gio. pointed out the rela- 
tion between the Director and the Briere especially that 
the Directors are the spiritual heads of the Fraternity, but that 
the temporalities are to be taken care of by the Tertiaries them- 
selves. The question came up in regard to having solemn re- 
ceptions periodically. It was favored by the Fee present 
to have quarterly receptions. Previously , announcements are 
to be made of the reception and those who wish to become 
members of the Third Order of St. Francis are to hand in their 
names and make their application within three months, preter- 
ably two months, in order to give the Director, or rather the 
Board of Officers ample time to investigate the applicants, etc., 
and find out whether or not they will be suitable pass: for 
the Third Order. Another point brought up was whether or 
not the Tertiaries should have an occasional social get-together 
and become acquainted with one another and with their Direc- 
tor. ‘The remarks made by Fr. James of Chicago were heartily 
approved. 

DR. HOBRECHT: Might I suggest that you take up these 
reports sectionally, that is first the men‘ and then the women. 
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FR. MARTIN: I don’t believe that in a large Fraternity such 
as we have here in St. Boniface, that it would be well to have 
receptions only four times a year. I think there should be a 
reception every month, especially when there is a good novice 
class. I think though, in other places, where there is not a good 
novice class, it would be a burden on the Director, and it might 
be better to have one once in three months. 


PRE AUGUSTINE: Reporting from a small Fraternity I 
would say it has been my experience that it is better to have 
them periodically. We have two a year in Santa Barbara, one 
in the spring and one in the fall. I find in this way we have 
made more progress, numerically, than when we took them in 
one at a time. We do not exclude private receptions. But I 
claim that a solemn reception makes a deeper impression on 
the novice; they realize what they are doing. If we receive 
novices every month it is a great burden, for it takes time and 
in this case, possibly it may be done in a slipshod manner and 
the result is not always the best. 


DR. HOBRECHT: I agree with Fr. Martin in respect to a 
large Fraternity. I +think he speaks from experience. We at- 
tempted the quarterly receptions at St. Boniface a few years 
ago, to have them just as solemn as possible and to make a 
wonderful impression. We succeeded, but on account of the 
great numbers we had, the solemn ceremony was dropped. It 
was so long that people in church became restless and uneasy. 
Some got away from us. It was not practical and for that 
reason we went back to the old way. I think, however, this 
matter should be left to the individual Fraternity to work out. 
We are all strong for making a most wonderful impression. 
The Church itself is built on ritual. That is what makes the 
Church itself so attractive. That would.make the Third Order 
attractive. But at St. Boniface we found the monthly recep- 
tions as a rule, the better. 


J. F. KENNEY (Fruitvale)—The subject was brought up by 
the representative from Seattle, Mr. Albert, as to what was the 
best means of attracting the men. That is the idea. We go out 
among men and solicit membership in the Third Order. With 
all due deference to the ladies, one of the great “bugaboos’’ is 
that they will say, “Well, this is not a men’s society, it’s a 


8 THE FRANCISCAN TERTIARY PROVINCE 


On 


women’s society.” I don't want the ladies, in the least, to mis- 
construe my meaning. The sentiment of the members of the 
sectional meeting for men was, that it might be advisable to 
have separate meetings for the men folks, at least the business 
meetings, but general church assemblies. Now, in some Frater- 
nities this plan would not be feasible. Where there is a small 
Fraternity it could not be done, but as it grows this could be 
put into effect. In St. Boniface, for instance, it could be put 
into effect immediately. We have hard-headed business men 
and we have indifferent men to contend with, and we might as 
well be frank, they do object, for some reason unknown to me, 
to join a society which is practically recognized as a women’s 
society. I hope this matter will be left to the discretion of the 
local Fraternities. 

FR. AUGUSTINE: The fact is that in certain countries 
they have separate Fraternities for the men and in these coun- 
tries they have far more Tertiaries than in our country. In 
these countries, the Order is known wider than in our country. 
It has worked out in other places. The question is “Shall we 
give it a trial?’ To say it will not work is speaking for the 
future and with very little past experience. For, after all, we 
have only made a beginning in this country. I believe it should 
be given a trial. 

MR. ALBERT: My paper started all this and I evidently 
succeeded in stirring up a riot. Now, I like pie, but a constant 
diet of sweets would turn my stomach, In spite of what these 
gentlemen say, I maintain it here and now in the face of all you 
good women Tertiaries that one of the reasons why we have 
not more men Tertiaries is the fact that our Tertiary meetings 
are predominantly women. The average man is not particularly 
afraid of the society of women, but he is not particularly anx- 
ious to come into a meeting where they are five to one. I ad- 
mit it is the fault of the men. In other places there are sepa- 
rate Fraternities. I personally would prefer to belong to a 
Fraternity where discussions were held as to the relationship 
of employers with employes, for instance, rather than the length 
of young ladies’ dresses. I have just as much respect for the 
women as anyone. But you must admit the average man of 
the street is a little bit afraid of you when you come in too 
large droves. Men’s thoughts are a little different from those 
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of women. God made us different, physically, mentally and 
every other way. You may smoke cigarettes and wear trousers 
if you want, but God made you different, and you are different. 
In my Fraternity it may not be feasible. It is too small, but in 
large Fraternities I think it would work well. I don’t think the 
subject should be dropped, just because it might hurt the 
women’s feelings. 

MISS ORD: The men are shy and there is that side of the 
subject to consider. The question of separate meetings might 


solve that problem and bring more men in, and the women 
should not object to that. 


MOTION—To take this matter up at the Fraternities of San 
Francisco and Los Angeles adopted. 


The Chairman then appointed the following committee to 
nominate delegates for the National Convention to be held in 
New York, and also consultors for the Provincial Board. 


Committee: 


REV. FR. AUGUSTINE, O. F. M., 
REV. FR. CHARLES, O. F. M., 
MISS MARY KEARNS, 

MR. CHAS. ALBERT, 

MR. ‘A. J. ADAMS, 

MR. J. E. ROYCE, 

MR. HENRY MOSS. 


Thereupon the Chairman called upon Reverend Father Ber- 
nardine, O. F. M., to read his paper on “The Model Fraternity.” 


THE MODEL FRATERNITY 
Rev. Fr. Bernardine Laumeister, O. F. M. 
(San Francisco) 
Very Reverend Father Provincial, Reverend Fathers and Dear 
Tertiaries : 


We have in the Third Order of St. Francis two classes of 
Tertiaries; those who belong to a duly established Fraternity, 
and those who are not so attached. 


The Third Order, like Holy Mother Church, is universal in 
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scope, embracing men and women of every walk in life and 
from every part of the globe, and therefore it must needs have 
these two classes of Tertiaries. 


The isolated Tertiary as well as any other Tertiary is a real 
member of the Third Order and each enjoys all the spiritual 
privileges of the Third Order, as such; still I must say, in favor 
of the members of a Fraternity that the life and progress of the 
Third Order depends upon them chiefly and wherever such a 
Tertiary Fraternity exists in a certain locality the Tertiaries 
ought to belong to it and not keep aloof. 


It would lead me too far were I to attempt to show you all 
the advantages of organization. You all know the adage: “Vis 
unita fortior.” “There is no strength greater than united 
strength.” This is a truth that is substantiated by the best of 
teachers—Experience. Our own Holy Mother Church—the 
spouse of Christ, is highly organized and she is the greatest 
and grandest organization in the world. Why is she so well 
organized? Because she knows that in this way she can more 
efficiently attain her object—the salvation of souls. Now the 
object of the Third Order of St. Francis is the same as that 
of the Church—the salvation of souls—and in attaining this ob- 
ject the Third Order follows the practice of Holy Mother 
Church and insists upon organization. 


A system of organization already exists among the members 
of the Third Order of St. Francis. All members of the Third 
Order, according to the laws of Holy Mother Church, are under 
canonical supervision of the First Order of St. Francis, under 
one of the three branches, our own, the Capuchin, or the Con- 
ventual Franciscans, which are three separate jurisdictions. 
Each Tertiary Fraternity is the subject of one of these three 
branches. They are subject ultimately to the General—the 
supreme head of the respective branch of the Franciscan Order, 
under him to the Provincial, and under him to the Guardian or 
his representative. 


Since the movement of Tertiary Provinces has begun, ‘it is 
customary for the superiors of the First Order to delegate a 
distinct body of officers, members of the First and Third Order, 
to direct the Tertiary Province. Every Fraternity which has 
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become affiliated with the Tertiary Province is subject to this 
body of officers or representatives, especially in regard to visita- 
tion. 


As there is organization in the Tertiary Provinces made up 
of the board of officers and individual Fraternities, so there 
ought to be organization in the individual Fraternities them- 
selves. “The Tertiary Fraternity must be an organically con- 
stituted body, that is, a corporation with some kind of inner 
hierarchical arrangement. As an Order it demands this. It 
gathers its members together as if in so many convents.” It is 
furthermore demanded by the Rule, where the Fraternity ap- 
pears as a well-regulated society in which the members, sub- 
ject to the prelates of the First Order are to elect prefects and 
other officers. 


In a well organized—model Fraternity,—we have an asso- 
ciation of members with a board of officers under the spiritual 
direction of a priest, who is called the Spiritual Director. Each 
have their respective duties, the Director, the officers and the 
members, and when these duties are known and faithfully car- 
ried out by the Director, the officers and members, a wonderful 
harmonious activity will be the result, and the Fraternity will 
live, grow and flourish, and then you will have the essentials of 
a model Fraternity. 


Not infrequently, however, we find that some of our Frater- 
nities are far from being well regulated and the reason for this 
is, that the respective duties are so little known, not only by the 
members, but also by the officers and even at times by the 
Directors. 


Hence the logical question suggests itself: “What are these 
different duties?” 


First of all, what is the duty of the Spiritual Director and 
in what relation does he stand to the Fraternity? The name 
“Spiritual” seems to indicate his main duty. Although the 
Director has the general direction and government of the Fra- 
ternity, still the spiritual direction of the Fraternity is his chief 
work. He is to see that the Rule of the Third Order is kept 
by the Fraternity and the individual members. He is to try 
the candidates and novices—to receive them to profession or 
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defer their profession; he is to conduct the general monthly 
meetings at which he is to give an appropriate instruction, and 
to be present at the monthly business meeting; he is to give the 
general absolution and papal blessing and to do all for the good 
of the Fraternity, in a word,—the entire spiritual direction is 
entrusted to his care. Hence in matters Spiritual, the officers 
remain subject to their Director. He is to teach them the Rule 
publicly and privately. 


Now the second question is: “What about the officers?” 


According to the Rule, the Fraternity is presided over by one 
of the members who is known as the Prefect. He is not alone, 
however, but has with him a number of advisers who hold 
various offices such as Vice-Prefect, Novice Master, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Sacristan, Infirmarian, etc. Together these officers 
constitute the Council of the Fraternity, whose duty it is to 
assist the Director by word and deed. 


The Fraternity Council is concerned with the internal dis- 
cipline and the administration of the temporalities of the Fra- 
CEMRIty. 

“In the same way that the spiritual direction of the Third 
Order has been committed by the popes to the First Order, in 
the same way the administration of the temporalities has been 
reserved by them exclusively to the officers of the Fraternity 
to be discharged according to the laws for the administration 
and alienation of Church property. The directors have no au- 
thority in this matter except the right of surveillance and in- 
spection.” 


A few remarks about the election of this board of officers is 
in place——The choice of officers is made by election. What- 
ever may have been the method in times gone by, nowadays 
these officers are to be elected by the votes of the members. 
- The present Rule (Chapter 3, Art. 1) prescribes that the offices 
should be allotted in ‘a meeting of the members,” i. e. at a 
free election to which all professed members are duly invited. 
This is the common practice of all organically constituted asso- 
ciations. (Every three years.) (Cans 697%) 


Last June we held the election of officers here in our St. 
Francis Fraternity—and we used a very popular method. At 
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the meeting of the Council, candidates were nominated, at least 
two for each office, and these names were put on the ballot, 
ample space, however, being left on the ballot for each member 
to write in their own choice of candidate. Sample ballots were 
issued a month ahead of the regular election day, to give the 
Tertiaries time to study and discuss the ballot, the names of 
candidates, their qualities, etc., and incidentally also giving the 
Tertiaries an opportunity to get acquainted with one another. 
This method proved to be very satisfactory in this Fraternity 
and in other Fraternities which have tried it. The main advan- 
tage of this method is that it gives each professed Tertiary 
something to say in the choice of officers. 


We will now briefly consider the single officers of the Fra- 
ternity council. 


Prefect 


He is the first of the official council and is to. be the right 
hand of the Spiritual Director, to assist him in every way he 
can. At the business meeting he is to preside and take the 
place of the Spiritual Director if he is unable to attend, i. e., 
he will recite the prescribed prayers and make whatever an- 
nouncements are necessary. He is to attend meetings faith- 
fully and be a living example of a real Tertiary. The Prefect 
has charge of directing the temporal affairs of the Fraternity. in 
co-operation with the other officer-members of the council. 


Vice-Prefect 
He is to take the place of the Prefect in his absence. His 
duties are, therefore, the same as those of the Prefect. 
Novice-Master 


The Novice-Master works under the immediate guidance of 
the Spiritual Director, instructing the novices on the Rule, 
customs and practices of the Fraternity, and he keeps a record 
of the attendance of the novices. He will also assist at the 
clothing and profession and aid the Director when necessary. 


Recording Secretary 


All written work is in the hands of the recording secretary. 
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He is to call the roll and take the minutes at the meetings and 
attend to all correspondence. He will keep an up-to-date rec- 
ord of all members, preferably by card index. On the card 
index he will have the name, address, date of clothing and pro- 
fession and the name in religion of the members. He will send 
notices to the novices to attend their monthly instruction and 
notices to the Councillors to attend the monthly business meet- 
ing. He will also notify members of the death of a member, 
and the place and time of the funeral. In our large Fraternity at 
St. Boniface Church we have a special committee for this work 
called the House Office committee. Upon the death of a Ter- 
tiary, the chairman of the Committee is notified immediately, 
who in turn notifies the other members to be present at the 
recitation of the “House Office” at the wake of the deceased. 


Sacristan 


This office may be unknown to many Fraternities and yet it 
is an important one. When the Tertiaries assemble for the 
general monthly meeting, it is to say the least,—very becoming 
to have men or young men assist the Spiritual Director at the 
altar, answering the prayers. This is the main work of the 
Sacristan, hence he is to have charge of the altar, help at Bene- 
diction, etc. Where common prayer and congregational sing- 
ing are in vogue he will take care that the cards are distributed 
and collected. Local conditions may change his duties more or 
less. According to recommendations of the Provincial Board, 
he is to wear the full Tertiary habit when at the altar. 


Infirmarian 


This is one of the important offices in the Fraternity. It is a 
work of real charity,—one dear to St. Francis’ heart. The In- 
firmarian is to visit and attend the sick, see that the sick per- 
son receives the benefits of the Church and their Order, see that 
they have scapular and cord, and (prudently) find out if they 
wish to be buried in the Tertiary habit. 


The Infirmarian is to hand in a report at the monthly business 
meeting of the visits made and the present condition of the sick 
members. 
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(In large Fraternities, a committee with the infirmarian as 
chairman does this work.) 


If the sick Tertiary is dangerously ill the Infirmarian will 
notify the Spiritual Director. 


Librarian 


Although a Librarian does not form an essential part of a 
Fraternity, still we must say that it is very much in place. A 
Tertiary library will give our Tertiaries literature and books 
worth while and in keeping with their rules of life. It will have 
on hand a supply of Tertiary literature, which will teach the 
flettuiaries the nature of their lite and the realvlite of a true 
Tertiary. For this purpose a Tertiary book rack is very de- 
sirable. The duty of the Librarian is to have charge of this 
work, keep a record of books—a check on the books taken out 
and returned, and keep the library up-to-date, especially in Ter- 
tiary affairs. 


Treasurer 


All monies are in the hands of the Treasurer. He keeps an 
exact account of money received and money paid out and col- 
lects dues where in vogue. At the monthly business meeting he 
gives a financial report of the past month. He presents the 
bills at the meeting and receives an order from the council to 
pay the same. In our Fraternity, after the bill has been ap- 
proved by the council an order is issued to the Treasurer, 
signed by the Prefect and Secretary, authorizing him to pay 
the respective bills. Each year the Treasurer is to submit an 
account to the Provincial Board; submit books to Director and 
to Visitor at the time of Visitation. J may mention here a 
division of funds, prevalent with us and with other Fraternities. 
The ordinary income (i. e., monthly collection) is divided,— 
general fund to pay current expenses,—charity fund, and sink- 
ing fund, for extras. With us 50 per cent is the general, 25 
per cent the charity, and 25 per cent is the sinking fund. 


Marshal 


He is a kind of usher, whose duty is to keep order and dis- 
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cipline. Whether or not the Fraternity needs a Marshal de- 
pends upon the size of the Fraternity and local conditions. 


Councillors 


The number of Councillors is dependent upon the size of the 
Fraternity. Some Fraternities may need them, others may not. 


Here we have about thirty in addition to the regular board of 
officers. These councillors are to attend the monthly business 
meetings and to assist the officers in word and deed in carrying 
on the affairs of the Fraternity. 


In small Fraternities they may be elected as the officers. In 
larger Fraternities it depends upon circumstances. 


Receptions 


Although there is no class distinction in the Third Order, 
the rich and the poor, the learned and the unlearned may join, 
still it does not follow that all are to be received into the Order 
indiscriminately. There must be some sort of indication that 
they will be faithful to their promises and live the life of a 
Tertiary. Hence periodical reception is recommended to give 
the Director and officers time to investigate the character of 
the applicant. 


As to the time of reception, the Board as you will know 
recommends quarterly or bi-annual receptions. This is to be 
made a solemn ceremony. Private receptions are to be the 
exception. 

Our Fraternity has the custom of receiving new members 
and the profession of novices at each monthly meeting and this 
method has proven to be quite successful. Whether it is the 
better way is an open question and I hope it will be discussed. 


Members 


It is not necessary to go into detail on the requisites for the 
ordinary members of a model, i.e., a well-organized Fraternity, 
since they have the Tertiary Rule as their guide. 


In submitting this paper on the “Model Fraternity” I ask 
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you to bear in mind that whatever has been said in detail con- 
cerning the duties of the lay officers, although not official, has 
nevertheless been found to be very practical. What I have said 
in this regard is based upon the system that obtains in our St. 
Francis Fraternity of St. Boniface Church, San Francisco. 


Closing prayer by Rev. Fr. Augustine Hobrecht, O. F. M. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p. m. 


TERTIARY MASS MEETING 
St. Boniface Hall 
8:00 P. M. 


Reverend Father Commissary opened this session with prayer. 
The Chairman asked for the Reports of the various Committees. 


REPORT OF (COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Reverend Father Martin Knauff, O. F. M., the Chairman of 
this Committee read the following report: . 


Your Resolution Gommittee present the following: 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE THIRD ORDER OF ST. 
EPRANCIS OF THE FRANCISCAN PROVINCE OF 
Sata BARBARA IN CONVENTION ASSEMBLED: 

HOLY MOTHER CHURCH: Whereas St. Francis wished 
his children to be, like himself, devotedly loyal to Holy Mother 

Church; and 


Whereas, great and lasting benefits have resulted to mankind 
in so far as it remained submissive to Holy Mother Church; 
and 

Whereas, the saving message of Christianity was frustrated 
whenever men slighted the divine authority of the Holy See: 

BEIT RESOLVED that the Tertiaries of the Third Order 
of St. Francis of the Franciscan Province of Santa Barbara in 
convention assembled, distinguish themselves by submission of 
mind and heart to the teachings of Holy Church; loyalty, love 
and obedience to the Holy Father, the Pope, and his repre- 
sentatives, the bishops and priests. 
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THE- FIRST ORDER 


Whereas, it has pleased the Sovereign Pontiffs to invest in 
the First and Third Order Regular the authority to govern the 
Third Order in matters spiritual, and the right to supervise and 
direct it in all other matters; and, 


Whereas, the Visitor and the Visitation designated by the 
Holy Rule are the canonical points of contact between the First 
and the Third Order Regular and the Third Order Secular: 


BE IT RESOLVED, thatthe hird Order of St.Francis: of 
the Franciscan Province of Santa Barbara in convention assem- 
bled, pledge their submission to Most Reverend Father General, 
to Very Reverend Father Provincial and to the Superiors repre- 
senting them: 


AND BEIT RESOLVED BY THRETHIRD ORDER.OR 
Sl. FRANCIS OF THE FRANCISCAN FROVINGES Om 
SANTA BARBARA in convention assembled, will faithfully 
apply for the annual visitation and humbly comply with the 
directions of the Reverend Visitor. 


MISSION OF THE THIRDEOR DEE 


Whereas, the spirit of self-sacrificing moderation, piety and 
charity, proper to the Third Order is a most effective instru- 
ment to cure the ills of Society: 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tertiaries endeavor by work 
and prayer to acquire and exercise that holy spirit in their per- 
sonal conduct, that they shrink not from sacrifices to convey by 
word and example this holy spirit to others: that they avail 
themselves of every opportunity to extend the membership of 


the Third Order. 


RETREATS 


Whereas, the Third Order has for its chief and sole purpose 
the sanctification.of the individual and whereas the spiritual 
retreat is one of the most powerful levers of the spiritual life, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Fraternities asiwellas the indi- 
vidual members of the Order shall take the liveliest interest in 
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the Retreat Movement, making the retreats themselves and 
inducing others to make them. 


GA PHOLIC EDUCATION 


Whereas, the fountain of all true blessings to Society is the 
Holy Faith: and 


Whereas, Catholic Primary School is the bulwark of the Holy 
Faith: and 


Whereas, the fruits of the Catholic Primary School are too 
readily ruined by attendance at non-Catholic schools of higher 
education, 


Ber RESOLY ED, that.no Tertiary permit his children-to 
attend any but a Catholic Primary or Secondary School, that 
Tertiaries sacrifice their time and means to build up, extend and 
defend the Catholic system of education. 


CLE ERS S 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tertiaries will exercise a judi- 
cious supervision over the publications that enter their home; 
and that they refuse to buy and read publications of the un- 
principled and sensational type; that they offset the evil influ- 
ence of the public press by introducing into their homes and 
wherever else possible, Catholic and unobjectionable books, 
magazines and papers. 


TES TAGE AND=EMOVING PICTURES 


Whereas, the stage and moving pictures by their nature exer- 
cise the most potent influence on the mind and too readily 
sacrifice decency and virtue to sordid interest and, 


Whereas, the performers are too likely to be made the heroes 
of the public: 

Be bi RESOLVED, by the Third Order of St. Francis of 
the Franciscan Province of Santa Barbara in Convention assem- 
bled, that Tertiaries and their dependents conscientiously with- 
hold the encouragement of their money and do not attend a 
performance in which anyone notorious for divorce, crime, or 
shameful life has part. 
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DRESS 


Whereas, loose standards of decency lead to subversion of all 
modesty ; and 


Whereas, it is the mission of the Tertiary to be an example 
to others 


BE IT RESOLVED by the Third Order of St.Francis of the 
Franciscan Province of Santa Barbara in convention assembled, 
that Tertiary sisters conform their apparel and that of their 
children to the rule of greatest modesty, rather than that of the 
utmost permissible; and that Tertiary brothers and _ sisters 
avoid association with such as persistently and notably offend 
in dress. 


SOCAL Enis 


Whereas, human ties are being torn ever more widely asun- 
der by growing national, racial, class and partisan troubles and 
hatred; 


BE IT RESOLVED, that Tertiaries assert their Catholic 
belief in the brotherhood of man, in God and Jesus Christ; 
that in their dealings with others they will be guided by the 
principles of justice and charity even to the point of self- 
sacrifice; that in their conversation and consideration they will 
discourage all prejudice against individuals and classes of indi- 
viduals: above all, they will be generously just and charitable 
in their relation as employers or employees: and, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that they will give their 
best aid to endeavors of Christian Catholic societies and insti- 
tutions. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
Whereas, St. Francis wished to live, not for himself only, but 


for others: and, 


Whereas, the Tertiaries form one family with the religious of 
the First Order: 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE TER TIAK Gn Sesactiivee 
their time and means to secure and develop vocations for the 
holy priesthood and lay brotherhood? to support the work of 
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the religious especially in the Franciscan mission fields: and to 
co-operate with the aims and plans of the Franciscan Mission- 
ary Union. 


BE IT RESOLVED: that uniform names be adopted and 
everywhere employed to designate Tertiary bodies and officials; 
that a canonically established unit be known everywhere and 
exclusively as a Fraternity. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that a local Committee be appointed to 
investigate and report upon the advisability of broadcasting by 
Radio under the auspices of the Third Order. 


BE IT RESOLVED, that each Director shall encourage the 
use of the Roman Missal, English-Latin version, by the Ter- 
tiaries at Holy Mass. 


BE IT RESOLVED, that congregational singing be encour- 
aged and put into practice if at all feasible. 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Third Order members wherever 
possible engage in the practice of teaching Christian Doctrine 
whenever the necessity arises. 


BE IT RESOLVED, that this Convention go on record as 
strongly urging the establishment of Junior Branches in all 
localities where feasible. 


BE IT RESOLVED, that we, members of the Order, that has 
given to the Church St. Paschal Baylon, Patron of Eucharistic 
societies and gatherings, take a lively interest in the forthcom- 
ing International Eucharistic Congress of Chicago, arranging 
local Eucharistic services while the Congress is in progress. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that means and ways be studied to 
interest in the Third Order the secular clergy. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that special thanks be extended to 
Gordon O’Neil, publisher of the San Francisco “Monitor” for his 
generosity in extending to us unlimited space in his valued 
publication. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the blessings of Tertiary conven- 
tions be extended to our outlying Fraternities by arranging 
periodical rallies for such Fraternities in the several districts of 
the Province. 


BE IT RESOLVED, that special thanks be voted to the local 
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Fraternity, members of committees and to all those who have 
in any way contributed to the success of this convention. 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Third Order Fraternities en- 
courage the formation of study clubs, particularly for men. 


BE IT RESOLVED, that all Fraternities pledge themselves 
to the support of the Fathers of the First Order in their en- 
deavors at reconstruction of the St. Anthony’s Seminary and 
the Old Mission at Santa Barbara which were practically de- 
stroyed by the recent earthquake. 


It was regularly moved and seconded to accept the report 
of this committee as presented, discharging the committee with 
a vote of thanks. Carried. 


The Chairman then called on the Committee on Finance 
which was read by Rev. Fr. Henry, O. F. M., the chairman of 
this committee. 


The Committee on Finance made the following report: 


“We, the undersigned Committee, have examined the reports 
of the various Fraternities and found them correct with but one 
exception. The report of the Provincial Treasurer was also 
found to be correct. This Committee wishes to thank St. 
Francis Fraternity of San Francisco for relieving the Provincial 
organization from financing this convention, but recommends 
that in future, conventions be financed by the entire province. 
It further recommends that the reports of individual Fraternities 
be more exact and that they give totals of all receipts and dis- 
bursements and that they do not omit special funds. 


Further recommend that a uniform financial statement be 
printed by the Provincial Board and furnished to the various 
Fraternities in order to facilitate the work of the Provincial 
Treasurer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Fr. Henry, O. F. M., Chairman 
Rev. Fr. Gregory, O. F. M. 
Mr. W. J. Parker (San Francisco) 
Mr. Albert Miller (Oakland) 
Mr. Henry Moss (Los Angeles) 
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MOTION made by Mr. Charles Albert that the Committee’s 
report be adopted and that the Committe be thanked for their 
work. 


Seconded and carried. 


FR. AUGUSTINE, Chairman of the committee on Consti- 
tution and By-Laws, gave the following report: We found a 
section in which we had tied ourselves down in regard to 
changes in the Constitution. We therefore amended that sec- 
tion to read as follows: “This constitution can be amended by 
a two-thirds vote of the Provincial Board. 


N. B.—Before the close of the convention and final adoption 
of the Constitution as tentatively drafted at a meeting of the 
Spiritual Directors, another amendment was added, viz.: that 
the Provincial Convention be held every three instead of every 
five years. 


MOTION—To adopt the report of the committee on Con- 
stitution and By-Laws. Committee on nominations presented 
candidates for delegates to the national convention and also 
consultors to the Provincial Board. 


REV. FR. BERNARDINE reporting as Chairman for the 
committee on Tertiary insignia and paraphernalia, read the 
following: 

“We, the undersigned Committee, in order to bring about 
uniformity among the Tertiaries of the Santa Barbara Province 
regarding different paraphernalia, submit to this assembly the 
following recommendations: 


1. That a charge of $1.00 be made at the time on investment 
of a candidate. ‘This charge entitles the candidate to the Ter- 
tiary Manual, catechism, scapular and cord. At other times, 
outside of reception the prices are as follows: Manuals, 50c; 
Cords, 10c; scapulars, 10c. The scapular recommended is to 
be 114x2 inches in size. 

2. Upon the completion of the novitiate, the Tertiary mak- 
ing profession is to receive a crucifix and cord to be worn ex- 
ternally. The style of crucifix recommended is the one in use 
at St. Anthony’s Fraternity, San Francisco; four inches long, 
brown cord, cord to be fastened together with clasps; price 
$1.00. This outward insignia of the professed Tertiary is to 
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be worn at the monthly Communion, at the general monthly 
meeting, at house offices, and at public functions, parades, ete. 


3. That the shroud for deceased Tertiaries be the shroud 
made by the Poor Clares of Oakland. This shroud, its style, 
color, etc., is to be the standard for the Province. The wool 
shroud is to sell for $25.00 and one of cheaper material, to sell 
for $15.00. There are two styles, one for Tertiary men and 
another for Tertiary women. 

4. That the Tertiary emblem sold by the Franciscan Herald 
be worn externally at all times. 

5. That Franciscan Tertiary literature be spread everywhere. 

6. That a small leaflet on the Third Order be furnished by 
all Fraternities for free distribution. 

7. That the “House Office Booklet” as in use at St. Boniface 
Church, S. F., be used by the other Fraternities of the Province. 

8. That reception cards be adopted as per sample to be ob- 
tained from St. Francis Fraternity of S. F. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Fr. Bernardine, O. F. M., Chairman 
Rev. Pre. Reheian OO, eve 
Mr. W. B. Wheelan (San Francisco) 
Miss E. Kirby (Santa Barbara) 
Miss M. Kearns (San Francisco) 

MOTION carried. 


After the reading of the reports the Chairman, Mr. James H. 
Reilly, introduced the speaker of the evening, Mr. James Emmet 
Royce. 


THE THIRD ORDER FOR OUR AGE 


James Emmet Royce 
(Spokane, Wash.) 


Honorable Chairman, Reverend Fathers, and Dear Tertiaries: 

Something more than a thousand miles north and east of 
this beautiful and hallowed convention city, beyond the great 
river which an earlier generation called the Oregon, and nestled 
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in a golden valley beneath the silver-tipped Coeur d’Alenes, 
there is another community named in honor of St. Francis of 
Assisi. 


In the name of that community I have the honor to bring 
you greetings. It is the Inland Empire unit of the Third Order, 
comprising some four hundred Tertiaries, which has its center 
in my home parish of St. Francis in faraway Spokane. 


Franciscanism is somewhat new to us of the North, although 
it is an age-old heritage with you. While the brown friars 
were building a picturesque chain of missions along your coast 
to provide a magnet for your tourist travel, none but the “Black 
Robes” had ventured into our country. I do not know what 
effect it would have had if the Franciscans had come first to us, 
although I do know that our modest and retiring Chambers of 
Commerce keep insisting that if the early discoverers had hap- 
pened to reach the North Pacific Coast first, instead of the 
South, California would never have been settled up. 


I have been assigned. the task of discussing the topic, “The 
Third Order for Our Age.” I presume that means not so much 
a detailing of the present achievements of the Order, or the 
comfort it has brought its members, of the good works accom- 
plished in its name, but rather a consideration of the great need 
of our time for such a great Christian army as its ranks, now 
numbering close to four millions, constitute today. When we 
consider that for more than seven hundred years the Third 
Order has been a mighty force for good in every civilized land 
under the sun, it seems presumptuous to say that it occupies 
a more important place today than ever before, and yet it must 
be the firm conviction of all of us that there never was a time 
when the particular graces which it brings were more needed 
by any race than they are by our own people, in this our own 
republic, at the present time. 

We are citizens of the world’s greatest democracy. We have 
builded a nation rivaled only by the ancient powers of Greece 
and Rome. We have achieved a material civilization unequaled 
anywhere in history. And still, with all patriotism, with all 
pride, with all love of country, we still cannot close our eyes 
to the proposition that we are daily drifting closer to the rocks 
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of national destruction because as a people we are letting God 
slip out of our lives. 


No mere human civilization has or ever can endure. Good 
citizenship cannot be achieved without the grace of God. 


Turn back the pages of time; look particularly at the accom- 
plishments of our own people and the races from which we 
sprang, and you cannot but be convinced that we have never 
made a real step forward save by dedicating that step to God. 


We date all our progress in self-government back nearly a 
thousand years to the giving of the Great Charter, but the seeds 
were really sown long before that time when the law of Christ 
first was carried to Britain’s shores. Under the Roman Em- 
peror Constantine, Christianity and civilization advanced hand 
in hand in Britain. Liberty found a friend and champion later 
in Alfred, the Great, one King who believed he derived his 
scepter from God not as an instrument of tyranny and for his 
own designs but as a true father of his people. And so when 
the Normans came, and crushed the Saxon kingdom, and the 
cruelties of Rufus and the sensual John became intolerable to 
the people, it was to the Church that they looked for leadership. 
Norman noble joined hands with Saxon thane and demanded, 
not something new but a return to the laws of Edward, the 
Confessor, and when the people met their king upon the field 
at Runnymede and wrung from him the Magna Charta, it was 
a Saxon Archbishop who led the way. 

And so on down the years. Every step towards liberty, every 
advance in self-government, came and endured only when those 
who sought it lifted their faces from the ground and called 
for guidance upon the Most High. 


When Christopher Columbus, that fervent Tertiary, 433 years 
ago today, stepped upon the shores of the New World, which 
was destined to become the cradle of liberty, he planted first 
the cross of the crucified Christ and his men raised the glorious 
chant.of the “Te Deum 

When the voyagers of the Mayflower sat down to draw up 
the first instrument of self-government written upon this conti- 
nent, they began it, “In the name of God, Amen.” 


And years later, when the hand of destiny led our fathers to 
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shake off the yoke from overseas and establish a new common- 
wealth here, they wrote into their Declaration of Independence: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are cre- 
ated equal and that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights.” 


Spurred on by the spirit of that immortal document, our 
fathers won their war against overwhelming odds. But having 
won it, they immediately were plunged into a period in our 
history more critical than any that had gone before. If there 
is a dark chapter in our national life, it is not that of the days 
before the Revolution, it is not the distressing time that pre- 
ceded the Civil War, it is the critical period in which a mere 
handful of people, victorious in battle but broken in purse and 
spirit by a war of terrible violence, sought to found a new gov- 
ernment to take the place of that they had dispensed with. 


The project seemed doomed to failure from the first. The 
colonies, listening at last to the prophetic voice of Alexander 
Hamilton, finally called a convention to redraft the informal 
Articles of Confederation under which they had been operating. 
Representatives of twélve of the thirteen met at Philadelphia 
for that purpose. For four weeks those fifty-five men labored 
together at cross-purposes and made no progress. When the 
first month was at an end, they had not a single word down on 
paper. Jealousy and self-interest blocked every step. 


Then, as the fiith week opened, there rose upon the floor of 
that convention a man in many ways the greatest American our 
country has been privileged to bear, the venerable Benjamin 
Franklin, four score years of age. Addressing General Wash- 
ington, who was in the chair, he called the attention of his com- 
panions to their failure to agree upon any program, and he said: 


“It seems to me, sir, that we are groping in the dark to find 
political truth. How has it happened, sir, that we have never 
once thought of humbly applying to the Father of Lights to 
illumine our understanding? I have lived, sir, a long time, and 
the longer I live the more convincing proofs I see of this truth, 
that God governs in the affairs of men. We have been assured, 
sir, in the Sacred Writings, that ‘except the Lord buildeth the 
house, they labor in vain that build it. And if it be true that 


78 THE FRANCISCAN TERTIARY PROVINCE 


a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, how ts 
it possible that an empire can rise without His aid?” 


Upon his motion it was then voted that from that time on 
prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven be offered by the 
assembly at every session. And, following out that plan and 
under the Divine Guidance, they proceeded to mould that im- 
mortal document which has been proclaimed by all the nations 
as the greatest state paper that ever came from the hands of 
men—the Constitution of the United States. 


And now turn, if you please, the pages that represent a cen- 
tury and a half of national development. Little is left of that 
simple and trusting faith in the Most High. We find a people 
swollen with material prosperity, grown as godless as if Calvary 
had never been. We find hundreds of thousands of Americans 
growing up without the faintest notion of an Almighty Provi- 
dence. We find God entirely gone out of the education of 
millions. 


We find the true Christian family become a thing so rare 
as almost to be a curiosity. Home life has fallen prey to a 
national demand for speed, jazz, and sensational amusements. 
The family residence has become a mere garage wherein its 
members park when there is no place left. for them to go. We 
have forgotten almost entirely the simple admonition of Eddie 
Guest that: “It takes a lot of livin’ in a house to make it 
home.” 


Marital unions are created and dissolved with equal speed and 
unconcern. In our western states, at least, marriages and di- 
vorces run neck and neck. In my home county it is always a 
question at the end of the year whether the licenses for the 
one or the decrees for the other will show the greater total. 


The theater has become a place where licentiousness is most 
often the dominant note. But the theater, thank goodness, is 
a thing over which we have more or less control. We can 
always stay away when its offerings are unfit and we can keep 
our children away. Not so, however, with that new ally of 
salaciousness and obscenity, the magazine news-stand. 


There was a time when we looked tipon the Paris novel as 
the height of suggestiveness and sex-appeal, but the day has 
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come when we owe an apology to the whole French people for 
anything we ever said about them. 


Do you realize that in America today, out of nearly 110 
weekly and monthly magazines commonly displayed on the 
news-stands, 68 are devoted to sex revelations and the incite- 
ment of animal passions? Do you know that those 68 have a 
combined yearly output of 55 million copies, every one of which 
is read by an average of four persons? 


The news-stands openly and blatantly scream, ‘Sex, sex, sex.” 
Their biggest sellers are shipped direct to the dealers by express 
because they are unfit to be transported in the mails. And 
here is one thing over which we have not such control as we 
have over the theater. I do not know what the experience of 
your communities has been, but I know that in my home city 
we found that auto truckloads of the vilest of those publica- 
tions have been hauled out to one of the public high schools and 
distributed free to the pupils of both sexes, to create in them 
an appetite for salaciousness that would make them cash cus- 
tomers later on. ; 

Do you ever stop to think that in our lack of respect for the 
law of our land we are the wonder of all other nations? That 
crime and disrespect for law is growing every day? 


I am not talking about the other fellow; I am talking about 
us. Do you realize that about nine out of every ten of.us really 
take more pride in breaking the law than we do in keeping it? 
No, I’m not going to preach a sermon on the Volstead Act. 
I’m talking about all laws. 


Do you ever stop and ask yourself: What is my pet violation 
of the law, that I really like to brag about a bit and pat myself 
on the back for; or chuckle over with my friends? Is it laugh- 
ing at the speed laws when there isn’t a motorcycle cop in 
sight? Is it dodging my fair share of the burden of taxation? 
Is it wriggling out of jury duty? Is it stretching the truth to 
help a friend when called to testify in court? 

I am a lawyer. I have been a public prosecutor. But it 
doesn’t take a lawyer to know what every person who has ever 
stuck his head inside a court room must realize: that false 
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testimony on the witness stand is every-day, is ordinary, is 
common-place—that the truthful witness is the exception rather 
than the rule. 


A short time ago I was present in court when a case of more 
than ordinary importance was being tried. After the defendant 
had testified, an old fellow who lived near him went on the 
stand and very carefully corroborated everything the defendant 
had detailed. On cross-examination by the prosecuting attor- 
ney, the old fellow got himself pretty badly tangled up and 
finally was backed into a corner where he had to admit that all 
he had testified to was untrue. Then the judge turned to him 
and said: 


“What do you mean, sir, by coming into this court-room and 
testifying in such a fashion? Don’t you know that it says in 
the Good Book: ‘Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor’ ?” 

And the old man looked at him and said: 


“Sure, and I know that your honor. I know that. But I’m 
not bearing false witness against my neighbor. I’m bearing 
false witness for him.” 


How in the name of common-sense can we expect more in 
citizenship from our fellows than we are willing to do ourselves? 
Why is it that we tell ourselves in one breath that we are good 
citizens, and in the next declare that we consider all laws bind- 
ing upon us except those that we want to break? 


We must come to the realization that every one of us is in 
conscience as well as in patriotism bound to obey the laws of 
the land whether we like it or not. If we do not like it, there 
are regular orderly and lawful means of changing it; but until 
it is so changed the man who says to himself: “I do not like 
a certain law, therefore I will not respect it,’ is as much a 
traitor to his country as the one who takes up arms against her! 


And surely all sane men and women must realize that as long 
as mere materialism is our only guide, things will never get any 
better. As long as we have no responsibility above or beyond 
what we can see and touch, selfishness will continue to rule. 
Mere natural motives never can be enough to make good citi- 
zenship. 
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It wouldn't be possible to put enough policemen into uniform 
to watch 110 million people all day and all night. There is 
only one answer. We must get back to God; we must get back 
to primitive Christianity; back to the Ten Commandments; 
back to the Golden Book; back to the greatest law: “Thou shalt 
not steal; thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's goods; than shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself!” 


And mere cold, empty, faith in a faraway Providence is not 
enough. There must be an ardent, fervent, burning love for 
God and fellow man. There must be the all-consuming charity 
of the Saint of Assisi himself. There must be a great, envelop- 
ing, unconquerable spreading of the principles of the Third 
Order of St. Francis! 


Nothing else can fill the need so well as the Third Order. 
All other societies within the Church, even the best-intentioned, 
never can be wholly free from the taint of worldliness. None 
other can reach out the same helping hand to men and women, 
young and old, to them of high and low degree. 


Oh, what a wonderful help it is in time of stress—what a 
powerful deterrent in the hour of temptation—to say to oneself: 
“T am a religious. I am truly a member of a religious Order 
seven centuries old. I wear about this body the same white 
cord that was worn by the Little Poor Man of Assisi when he 
went about doing Christ’s work among men. I carry on these 
shoulders the same scapular that has been drenched with martyr 
blood. I am one with the holy and unselfish Friars who erected 
that magnificent chain of adobe temples that stretches from San 
Diego to San Francisco Solano. I am one with thirty thousand 
holy priests carrying the cross to every corner of the universe. 
My true sisters in Christ are those fair lilies of the sanctuary, 
the twelve thousand Poor Clares in their self-imposed imprison- 
ment. Four million fellow Tertiaries have joined their fervent 
prayers to my poor pleadings for the salvation of my soul. 
I mvst not sin! 

Our holy religion teaches fortitude and patience. It has 
aided us to meet with humility and forbearance the bitterest 
attacks upon us, both as religionists and as American citizens. 
And I am satisfied that by such a course we have won the 
sincere respect of thinking men not of our faith. I know of 
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nothing more significant in this regard than the striking declar- 
ation of Irvin Cobb, made recently in New York City at a 
dinner given in honor of Cardinal Hayes, wherein he said: 


“T think this, and I say it as a non-Catholic, that if Catholics 
had been guilty of one-tenth of the open persecution of Protest- 
ants, that Protestants have been guilty of against Catholics 
during the past few years, Protestants would today be hanging 
Catholics to the lamp-posts. 


“And I further say that if Catholic priests had from their 
altars circulated and preached one-fiftieth of the flood of cal- 
umny, bigotry and hate that has come down from Protestant 
pulpits, Protestants would today be burning Catholics at the 
stake. 


“The finest tribute to the loyalty and decency of our Catholic 
citizens, from the highest down to the humblest, is to be found 
in the fact that through all this flood of nasty, filthy slander, 
they have exhibited a dignity and self-respect that has won the 
respect of all thinking Americans; and it is in a very large 
measure due to this self-respect and self-restraint that the Ku 
Klux Klan is fast dying out.” 


“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Well might we 
make that our constant watchword, a part of our daily office. 
Let us learn to say to ourselves over and over again the fam- 
iliar words: 


“No creature so accursed can be but that some good thing in 
him a loving eye can see.” 


I wonder if you happened to clip a little poem that came re- 
cently from the gifted pen of Agnes Lee, that is called “Mother- 
hood.” It tells of Mary, the Mother of Christ, after the Cruci- 
fixion, wandering silent and alone along the paths His feet had 
trod. And the poet says: 


Mary, the Christ now slain, passed silently 
Following the children joyously astir 
Under the cedrus and the olive tree, 
Pausing to let their voices float to her; 
Each voice the echo of a voice more dear, 
She saw a little Christ in every face. 
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Then came another woman gliding near 

To watch the tender life that filled the place. 

And Mary spoke to her: “I know thee not, 

And yet I know the same heart-hungerings send 

Our footsteps here; for the children bring us back 

Something . . . something we have lost, oh stranger friend. 


“T, too, have rocked my Lovely One— 
And He was fair! 

He was more luminous than the sun, 
And like its rays through amber was 
His sun-bright hair; 

Still I can see it shine and shine.” 
“Even so,” the other said, “was mine.” 


“His ways were ever darling ways’— 
And Mary smiled— 

“So soft, so clinging! All our days 
Were jewels strung on cords of love. 
My little child! 

My vanished star! My music fled!” 
“Even so was mine,” the woman said. 


Then Mary whispered: “Tell me, thou, 
Of thine.” And she: 

“Oh, mine was rosy as a bough 
Blooming with roses, and his eyes 

Had lights of the sea! 

And his balmy fingers left a thrill 

Deep in my breast that warms me still.” 


Then she gazed down some darker, wilder hour 
And said,—when Mary questioned, knowing not, 
“Who art thou, mother of so sweet a son?” 

“T am the mother of Iscariot.” 


In all charity, with all fervor, let us carry on the work of the 
Third Order. Let us spread its doctrines and its graces; let 
us strive constantly to swell its membership. 

Men especially are needed for the Third Order. It isn’t, and 
it should not be, a mere married ladies’ sodality. Women, and 
especially those in middle life and in advancing years, are nat- 
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urally devout and easily enlisted for this institution and its 
benefits. But the appeal must be made, and redoubled again 
and again, to the young, and the strong, and the thoughtless. 


I have tried to say that the Third Order is the vital need of 
our age. I have tried to say that by its strength we can most 
hopefully put into practice the pontifical injunction “to restore 
all things in Christ.” 


I can only add in the eloquent words of your own archbishop, 
uttered in his inspiring address to three thousand Tertiaries at 
the first national convention of the Third Order, held in Chi- 
cago, four years ago: 

“If we this day, sending forth men to preach the story of 
Jesus Christ, and making men one great family of Jesus Christ, 
and uniting them in one holy mass of men for the uplifting of 
the human race, united for the glory of God and the honor of 
His Name, can create with this Franciscan spirit a race of men 
striving after these ideals, then our social problems are well- 
nigh solved.” 


MR. REILLY: I think that in view of the very very won- 
derful address to which you have listened and also in appre- 
ciation of the gentleman and his dear wife who has come all 
the way from Spokane, we should show our gratitude by a 
rising vote. 

(Rising vote.) 

At this time the Chairman called upon the Spiritual Directors 
to give each in turn an informal report on the general standing 
and special activities of their respective Fraternities. The Rev- 
erend Fathers cheerfully responded and gave to the convention 
an interesting account of what their Fraternities were doing in 
their locality. All reported a growing interest in the Third 
Order and paid high tribute to the earnestness and enthusiasm 
with which the convention was conducted. It was evident from 
their remarks that they would return home with renewed zeal 
for their work. 


FOURTH GENERAL SESSION 
Tuesday, October 13, 192510 a. m. 


After opening the session and calling for prayer by Rev. 
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Commissary, the Chairman introduced as the speaker the Rev. 
Dr. Chas. Baschab, Ph. D., of Sausalito, who spoke on ‘The 
Tertiary as Parishioner.” 


THE TERTIARY AS A PARISHIONER 
Rev. Dr. Chas. Baschab, Ph. D. 


Honorable Chairman, Reverend Fathers and Dear Tertiaries: 


The membership in the Third Order in its relation to mem- 
bership in the parish is the subject-matter of our consideration. 
There is no need of any extensive and elaborate investigation 
or of any profound and prolonged meditation to discover this 
relation and to point out the most important of its theoretical 
and practical conclusions. 


It is evident that a relation is nothing in itself, i. e., apart 
from the beings related; the beings themselves and their essen- 
tial characteristics determine the nature of the relation. The 
beings related here are, on the one side, the parish, on the 
other, the Third Order. As a consequence, the proper knowl- 
edge and appreciation of the relation which exists between the 
Tertiary and the parishioner or, to speak more exactly, the 
better understanding of the Tertiary as a parishioner, must 
depend upon the understanding of the nature of the parish on 
one side and of the nature of the Third Order on the other. 


When we say the parish we might as well say the Church, 
because, to the individual, membership in the Church is prac- 
tically equivalent to membership in the parish. The reason is 
obvious: In the parish church we are baptized and confirmed. 
By the parish priest we are reconciled to God when we fall into 
sin. Before the parish altar we assemble to celebrate the Holy 
Eucharist both as sacrifice and as sacrament. The parish priest 
blesses the marriage that builds up in a material sense the 
structure of the Church; in the parish also the young boy re- 
ceives the divine call to the priesthood that builds up the 
Church in its formal sense. Finally, anointed by the parish 
priest, the soul of the dying is made ready for its last struggle 
and heavenly journey. If to this we add that the parish is also 
the direct source and center of the religious life from the intel- 
lectual and moral viewpoints, for in the parish the doctrines 
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of the Church are explained and inculcated and her laws and 
precepts promulgated and enforced, it is manifest that member- 
ship in the parish and participation in its life is in all essential 
respects equivalent to membership in the Church and partici- 
pation in her life. Therefore, for a still deeper and fuller com- 
prehension of the nature of this membership in the parish a 
few considerations on the nature of the Church will prove 
instructive. 


The Church is a vast social organism established by Christ, 
the divine Redeemer of mankind, supernaturally to absorb and 
assimilate the whole human race insofar as it is mentally and 
morally fit and disposed for such an absorption and assimila- 
tion, This supernatural absorption and assimilation is what in 
common speech we call the salvation of souls. It is exercised 
by means of various functions, some intellectual and moral, 
such as teaching and governing, others strictly supernatural 
and therefore mystical, such as administering the Sacraments 
and offering up the Eucharistic sacrifice. It is plain that these 
latter functions are infinitely superior in dignity and excellence 
to the former; indeed, the teaching and governing functions, 
however important and necessary, are only preparatory and 
dispository with reference to the sacramental and sacrificial 
functions. Though exercised in the Church by various organs 
and in various manners, all these functions have one and the 
same object, viz., to transmit to the individual souls the divine 
life which flows superabundantly and forever from the divine 
Head of this supernatural social organism, the Church, which 
is therefore appropriately called the mystical Body of Christ. 
To understand fully this essential and comprehensive mission 
of the Church to transmit to the individual souls the divine life 
which flows from the heart of the Incarnate God, it is well to 
bear in mind that the Church, this vast supernatural organism, 
the mystical Body of Christ, is not complete in and by itself, 
apart from Christ, but is and can be a complete living and life- 
giving organism only in its real, vital and, in a certain sense, 
consubstantial union with its divine Head, the Incarnate God 
Himself. It is exclusively on account of this mystical union 
that the Church possesses her supernaturalizing and deifying 
powers by means of which she absorbs and assimilates her 
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members and incorporates them with herself, and then in, and 
through herself with Jesus Christ her divine Head. 


Such being her nature and object, the signification and value 
of membership in the Church are evident. It means incorpora- 
tion with the Church and incorporation with the Church means 
incorporation with Christ. Furthermore, having no knowledge 
of any other normal manner or means of incorporation with 
Christ except by incorporation with the Church, nor of any 
other normal channel of divine life on earth except the super- 
natural organism of the Church, the conclusion is inevitable 
that membership in the Church is the indispensable condition 
of attaining participation in the life of Jesus Christ. 


The meaning and importance of membership in the parish has 
been made sufficiently clear for our purpose. If we now devote 
our attention to membership in the Third Order of St. Francis, 
the relation between the two cannot escape our proper knowl- 
edge and appreciation. St. Francis, that wonderful embodiment 
of the spirit of Christ in the 13th century, attracted such num- 
bers of people of all classes by the power of his example, in- 
spiring them to follow his footsteps, that the only possible way 
to both satisfy their aspirations to a higher life and provide for 
the needs of society, was the foundation of another Order, an 
Order of a new and peculiar type that did not demand the 
abandonment of the world and its necessary relations, and yet 
imposed the obligation to strive for perfection and aided in 
manifold ways to accomplish the fulfillment of this obligation. 
This obligation voluntarily assumed to strive after a life of 
Christian perfection, which is the source and soul of all reli- 
gious orders, is also the source and soul of the Third Order of 
St. Francis. 


There can be no doubt that the duty to be perfect is a uni- 
versal obligation, placed by the divine Legislator upon all hu- 
manity because He spoke to all mankind when He said to His 
disciples: “Be perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 
However, perfection in its concrete application is nothing definite 
and absolute, but admits and must admit of many and various 
degrees, inasmuch as the intrinsic powers and dispositions of 
people are infinitely diversified, just as there is an infinite 
variety in the number and kind of external opportunities or 
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hindrances. As a consequence, also the obligation to. strive 
after perfection cannot be definite and absolute, but must adapt 
itself to, and be measured by, the special internal and external 
conditions of the individual. With this consideration in mind 
it will not be hard to understand why the Church has sanc- 
tioned a number of various orders, with a considerable differ- 
ence both in their aims and in the methods of life, and also 
why the Church has authorized and encouraged in manifold 
ways the Third Order, i. e., an organized desire and movement 
on the part of the people living in the world to strive after 
perfection in the manner and in the measure of their concrete 
possibilities. 

The perfection to which we here refer is moral perfection or 
a state of holiness fashioned after the life of our Blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who is the pattern for all. It is not my purpose 
to show that attempts must be much more serious and con- 
sistent and his methods much more comprehensive and elabo- 
rate than we can expect from those that do not belong to any 
order. It is even more to my purpose to emphasize the relation 
that exists between moral perfection and the supernatural holi- 
ness produced in the soul by the Holy Ghost, because it is this 
relation that will give us the key for the right interpretation of 
the relation that exists between the Tertiary and_ his parish, 

Mankind living, or at least destined to live. by a primordial 
decree of divine generosity on a supernatural plane and in a 
supernatural atmosphere, there can be no moral perfection. that 
is divorced from supernatural holiness. To speak concretely, 
this supernatural holiness is nothing more than the participation 
by man in the life of Christ, which, as we have seen, is norm: lly 
realized only by his incorporation with the Church and by his 
active participation in the life of the parish; whereas moral 
holiness is the spontaneous expression in human conduct of the 
possession of the divine life within the soul. This manner of 
reasoning leads us to appreciate the importance of the Tertiary 
in the parish from a double viewpoint. First, being obliged as 

Tertiary to strive after moral perfection, he is compelled to 
be a frequent and systematic participant in the sacramental 
and sacrificial life of the Church. Thereby he becomes neces- 
sarily a pattern and inspiration to the members of the parish 
that are not Tertiaries and thus also a powerful though un- 
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official assistant to the pastor, even apart from the special graces 
he may draw upon the parish by his zeal and intercessory 
prayer. In the second place, the Tertiary being in intimate and 
constant contact with the sacramental and sacrificial life of the 
Church such as it exists in his own parish, it is evident that 
he is also naturally attracted to take a lively interest in all 
parish activities of whatever nature they may be, social and 
economic as well as charitable and religious. Tertiaries will 
be interested and active in all organized parish works both as 
a parish group and as individuals from a double motive, first 
because such works are the natural expression of a sincere and 
earnest desire and effort for Christian perfection which the 
Tertiary is bound to possess and cultivate by his profession in 
the Third Order, and secondly, because the interest and par- 
ticipation in such works produce, as natural results, a decisive 
development and reinforcement of the desire and effort to attain 
moral perfection. Thus, the activity of the Tertiary in the par- 
ish is evidently to his own advantage as well as to the advan- 
tage of the parish. In conclusion then we may say with posi- 
tive assurance that just as the parish and its life is the soul and 
center of the spiritual life of the Tertiary, so is a right group of 
Tertiaries in manifold ways a source and inspiration of spiritual 
life in a parish. 

FR. AUGUSTINE: For the information of the writers of 
papers, as you have heard, we are to publish the entire record 
in the final report of the convention, together with other re- 
marks made on the floor. Of course we cannot print every word 
uttered here, not because there was anything improper, but 
some of the men and a few of the ladies talked with a certain 
amount of volubility, so that even our most expert stenographer 
might miss a word or two. Anyway, we will probably have a 
volume of about 646 pages. We must limit ourselves to a 
small report. I want to thank Dr. Baschab for coming here, 
for he is a busy man, and as you have heard he has given us 
the benefit of his intense research work. He has given us a 
thorough, scientific, and enlightening paper on the subject. I 
believe that all of us now have a deeper conception of the rela- 
tion ship between the parishioner and the Tertiary. 

Dk, OBRECHT: Im regard to the time established. by 
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our Constitution for the Provincial conventions, I believe that 
every five years is entirely too seldom for this progressive age. 
Out here in the West we are not happy unless we are up and 
doing things. Five years is too long to wait. There is a pro- 
vision for regional conventions. I think the Provincial Con- 
vention could very well take the place of these smaller gather- 
ings and I move that before finally adopting our Provincial 
Constitution we make it to read that Provincial Conventions 
be held every three years instead of five. CARRIED. 


MR. SILVA (Santa Barbara)—You do not realize how I 
feel to be the first one in this first convention to present to you 
a place in which I think your second convention should be held. 
But in doing so and I want to say that the Provincial Board 
very wisely selected the first in the city of St. Francis, the city 
that bears the name of our Founder. But I also feel that the 
second should be held in the place where the Sons of St. Francis 
are doing so much. I realize it will be impossible for us to 
offer the same inducements. But I offer you the heart of Chris- 
tianity, and the cradle of the Franciscans in the West. Dele- 
gates of this convention, there are reasons why the place I[ 
present to you for our next convention should be accepted. 
We feel that we like to go home. We all like to go back home 
once in a while. And the place I offer you will be a place 
which all these Fathers will call home again. You may ask me 
“how I get that way.” You all claim these different Fathers. 
But the place I present to you has more claim. We raised them 
from boys to men and then sent them out to you as priests of 
God. I place in nomination for our next convention place the 
beautiful city of Santa Barbara. 


(Lady from Santa Barbara seconded the nomination of Santa 
Barbara as the place for the second Provincial Convention.) 


MR. ALBERT (Seattle)—I feel that because of the Cath- 
olic associations of Santa Barbara, because it ranks as the heart 
of the province and the province takes its name from that city, 
also because Mr. Silva assures us that the tremblors come only 
every 115 years,—and I take pleasure, with my friend, in sec- 
onding the motion to make Santa Barbara the next convention 
city. I don’t know any place in California or anywhere else 
where Catholic associations are deeper or closer to the heart. 
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We are sorry that we cannot urge you to bring the convention 
to the “charmed land.” What could be grander? But I realize 
the conditions. I know you would be delighted to come there, 
but it is a long way from the center of things. It would be 
rather expensive. There are only two Fathers there. We are 
few in members, and while we would be glad to show you 
traditional Seattle courtesy, that would make you want to come 
back and make it your home forever, I don’t think this is the 
propitious time. Later on I hope to have you as guests on the 
Puget Sound. 


MR. REILLY: Do you wish to place Los Angeles in nomi- 
nation? 


Pav UNCENT:: 1. do. 
PR FELICIAN: Iam in favor of Los Angeles. 


FR. SOLANUS (Sacramento)—I am in favor of Los An- 
geles. Los Angeles needs the Tertiaries more than Santa Bar- 
bara does. They could give good example there. 


(By vote of the delegates Los Angeles was chosen as the 
place of the next convention.) 


(Note: While balloting for delegates to the National Con- 
vention, and for consultors to the Provincial Board, the floor 
was again opened for discussion.) 


MR. ALBERT (Seattle)—There are two things I want to 
say at the present time. One of them is this. Your board set 
out in preparing for this convention to make this a practical, 
worth-while convention. We had one criticism which was lev- 
eled at the national convention in Chicago. It went in for 
accomplishing great things, but it did not get down to brass 
tacks. It was all talk, but nothing but wind. We made up 
our minds in preparing this program that we would get down 
to brass tacks. You will agree that we did so. The papers 
presented were eminently practical, and the speakers, with the 
exception of the present one, were eminently qualified. What 
I want to say is this. You delegates have had the advantage 
of all this. It is your duty to go back and present your report. 
You were told to have your pencil and note-book ready. All 
of you have not done so. I don’t think you filled your note- 
books. And if you don’t make that report you are not doing 
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your duty to your Fraternity. Your Fraternity is not going to 
get the benefit of this convention. Now another thing. I want 
to speak in behalf of the visiting delegates, even from Los An- 
geles, though they do not need anyone to speak for them,— 
but I feel the occasion would not be complete if we went away 
without expressing on behalf of the visitors from outside of 
San Francisco or the bay cities, at least our appreciation of the 
truly Franciscan welcome which we have received. While, as 
I say, I am taking it upon myself to make this expression of 
gratitude and appreciation, I] am sure that in doing so, I ex- 
press the feelings of every one of the delegates from outside 
San Francisco, and with this note of appreciation I feel that I 
should thank you for your kindness and courtesy with which 
you listened to my many words. 


FR. AUGUSTINE: With reference to the papers that have 
been presented here and likewise with reference to the discus- 
sions that took place on the floor. As you heard we are con- 
templating getting out a printed report, but no motion of any 
kind has been made that will make this possible from a financial 
standpoint. At the present time the Provincial Board is not 
able to print that report and cover expenses. I want to sug- 
gest that there be a minimum charge for the report, or better, 
that we arrange that this be taken care of by the various Fra- 
ternities. Further, if there are any of you who have made dis- 
cussions on the floor who care to put them in writing, or anyone 
who has read a paper, we will be pleased to have you hand it 
to the secretary. But please don’t add to your discussion. 
Don’t go and get an encyclopedia and put down the things that 
you might have said but did not. It need not be in exact words, 
but it must be the substance of what you said on the floor. 
We are not going to use any camouflage in this report. 


MOTION was made by Fr. Martin and adopted that special 
collections be made in all the Fraternities throughout the Proy- 
ince in order to obtain funds for the printing of the report of 
the convention, and that any surplus obtained should be applied 
to incidental expenses of the Provincial Board. CARRIED. 


RESULT OF THE BEEGhiGN =. 


Nominations having been made on the previous day and bal- 
lots having been printed for the purpose, the elections for Con- 
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sultors to the Provincial Board and for delegates to the Na- 
tional Convention resulted as follows: 


Consultors to the Provincial Board 


DeeeCharles B. Hobrecht; of San Francisco; Mr. James 
Emmet Royce, of Seattle; Miss Mary Kearns, of San Francisco, 
and Miss Mercedes McGinnis, of Sacramento. 


Delegates to the National Convention 


Mr. James H. Reilly, of San Francisco, and Miss Mary 
Kearns, of San Francisco. 


Mr. Parker was unanimously re-elected to the office of treas- 
ureI 


MR. WHEELAN: We would like a few words from Mr. 
Parker. 


MR PARKER: It is a great privilége to be made your 
treasurer again. I felt that I was leaving the position and made 
every effort to leave everything in apple-pie order. There is 
one thing I wish to mention,—that the treasurer is supposed to 
be bonded for $500.00. So far I have not been bonded. I don’t 
know how that happened. I am human and you cannot tell 
how I may be tempted. All the same, I thank you very much 
for the honor conferred upon me. 


MOTION—to make the re-election of Mr. Parker by ac- 
clamation, 


After a vote of thanks to the local Convention Committee for 
their splendid work in preparing for the convention, as well as 
for the hospitable manner in which the delegates were enter- 
tained, the convention was brought to a close with Solemn 
Benediction and the singing of the Te Deum in beautiful St. 
Boniface Church, in the city of St. Francis. 


In the afternoon of this the last day of the convention, the 
delegates and visitors from out of town were the guests of the 
Local Committee in a sight-seeing tour of beautiful San Fran- 
cisco. The first stop on this tour was made at Mission Dolores, 
founded by the Franciscan Padres in 17706. 
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In the evening at 7 o’clock three hundred Tertiary delegates 
and visitors sat down to a banquet at Hotel Whitcomb. Instru- 
mental and vocal music was provided for the entertainment of 
the guests. Toward the end of the dinner, the toastmaster, Dr. 
Charles B. Hobrecht called upon representative members of the 
First and Third Orders to voice their impressions of the con- 
vention. All speakers gave expression to the lively interest, 
which they felt in all the long and strenuous sessions of this 
first Provincial Convention, and also spoke their confidence of 
lasting results for a better and larger Third Order here in the 
West. 


After another vote of thanks to the Local Committee for 
their thorough work in preparing the program as well as for 
their bounteous hospitality, the convention eagerly accepted the 
invitation of the Tertiaries from Los Angeles to meet in their 
city three years hence, in 1928. 
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